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MADAG “.sCAR 


Estimated 100,000 Malaria-Related Deaths in Six 
Months 


$4000064 Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
2 Jul 88 pp 1,8 


[Text] “Bemangovitra..Bemangovitra™ (the fever): the 
traditional cry of lamentation echoes once again in the 
high plateau regions and down to the very gates of 
Antananarivo, the capital of Madagascar, where 75,000 
to 100,000 people have died of malaria in the last six 
months, according to estimates by international agen- 
cies. 


“Malaria, which is once again the leading cause of death 
in the big Indian Ocean island, will kill 250-300,000 
people in 1989 if no action is taken to halt its spread 
before the upcoming rainy season” from early December 
to the end of April, according to Dr Cyprien Hakizi- 
mana, the World Health Organization (WHO) represen- 


tative in Madagascar. 


Some 1,000,000 Malagasy suffer from bouts of malaria 
each year, including 600,000 in the central highlands, 
where malaria had totally disappeared from 1960 to 
1980, as the result of a preventative campaign that 
Started in the 1950's. 


Unconfirmed reports from the countryside tell of vil- 
lages decimated: 40 to 60 dead in several hamiets of only 
a dozen households. Abandoned huts—where the few 
survivors are old men and women, probably more resis- 
tant than the new generations—bear witness to the 
ravages of malaria. 


“The death rate is such, in certain families,” according to 
a missionary in the Betsileo area, “that people no longer 
even have time, strength, or heart to close up the family 
vault after every interment.” 


For the first time this year, during the March-April 
harvest in the Lake Alaotra region—the rice granary of 
Madagascar—appeals went out on national radio for 
seasonal workers to make up for all the farm hands lost 
to the “Bemangovitra.” 


People living in the high plateau regions have been more 
affected than those in the coastal regions, even though 
malaria is endemic there, too. Experts believe the coastal 
populations have a natural immunity, unlike the high- 
landers, who have lost their natural resistance in the 
more than 25 years since eradication of the malady 


According to the WHO representative, the spread of 
malaria could eventually imperil Madagascar's efforts to 
increase its agricultural production. “Not all famines are 
due to drought,” he explains. “In Ethiopia various 
diseases, including malaria, are responsible for the 
depopulation of the countryside and a decline in the 
production of foodstuffs.” 
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The authorities have become aware of the gravity of the 
situation. With th< help of the international community, 
anti-malaria programs are being established 


09516 
MALAWI 


Healers’ Help Sought To Combat Spread of AIDS 
$4000152b Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 
12 Jul 88 p 3 


[Text] The vice national chairman of the Herbalist 
Association of Malawi, Mr Joseph Gangile Phin of 
Chancellor College in Zomba and the women’s regional 
chairman of the association for the Centre and North, 
Mr Sofia Mkandila from Kasungu, have appealed to 
traditional healers in Karonga to prevent the spread of 
the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) in 
the country. 


Mr Gangile Phiri and Mrs Mkandila made the appeal on 
Sunday at the association's meeting for Karonga held in 
the community centre hall 


They appealed to traditional healers to see that patients 
being treated at their centres brought their own razor 
blades for tatooing medication as one way of preventing 
the spread of the disease 


They asked traditional healers to be honest in their 
dealings with patients and work hand in hand with the 
medical staff. 


They warned traditional healers against cheap popularity 
by declaring they could cure AIDS which has no known 
cure 


They advised them to keep records of patients and the 
herbs they were administering and to refer serious cases 


to the hospital 


The two leaders thanked the government for allowing 
traditional healers to practise openly along with medical 
personne! 


112232 
MOZAMBIQUE 


Rate of AIDS Propagation Decreases in Zambezia 
Province 

$400. 9154d Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQU! 

17 Aug 88 p § 


[Text] A change in the sexual behavior of inhabitants of 
Quelimane city, especially high risk groups, 1s slowing 
the spread of AIDS, according to Dr. Humberto Cossa, 
provincial health director in Zambezia 
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Dr. Cossa added that rece:i blood tests carned out by 
the Zambezia Provincial Hospital reveal that the num- 
ber of individuals with the AIDS symptoms remains 
constant but 1s tending to decrease. According to various 
studies, at least 3 out of 100 inhabitants of Zambezia's 
capital are carners of the AIDS virus. 


The provincial health director said tha* although this 
rate is not alarnaing, the province 1s doing all it can to 
check the spread of AIDS. “Following the provincial 
seminar, discussions have been promoted to educate the 
population in their places of work and in their homes.” 


He said that prevention campaigns involving Party and 
State struciures would begin again this month 


Measles Kills 22 Children in Chibabava 
54000 154c Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in 
Portuguese 17 Aug 88 pp S, 14 


[Article by Madeira Sebastiao] 


[Excerpt] Twenty-two children died recently from mea- 
sles in the district of Chibabava. Fifteen were from the 
district capital and seven from the administrative post of 
Muxungue. The acting director for health in that area of 
Sofala told DM that the deaths were due to the fact that 
the vaccine distributed by the Extended Vaccination 
Program (PAV) was not administered in time. He added 
that the district does not have at its disposal PAV 
vaccines because of the lack of fuel to keep the refriger- 
ators working. 


Thousands Vaccinated in Maxixe 
$4000154b Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
19 Aug 88 p 3 


[Excerpt] During the first semester of this year the 
Extended Vaccination Program (PAV) in Maxixe city, 
Inhambane, vaccinated | 2,740 children up to 24 months 
of age, 2,952 pregnant women and 17! workers against 
tetanus, tuberculosis, measies, whooping cough, infantile 
paralysis, and dysentery. The city’s health director, Raul 
Lote Timoteo said that PAV mobile brigades were orga- 
nized in all the neighborhoods of the city 


Rabies Vaccine Coverage Increases in Sofala 
54000154a Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
9 Aug 88 p 3 


[Excerpt] The Provincial Veterinary Service of Sofala 
estimates that 7,000 dogs will be vaccinated against 
rabies this year. This represents a considerable increase 
in the number of dogs vaccinated over last year's figure 
of 2,746. Chief of the Sofala Provincial Veterinary 
Service Angelo Jaime Palalane said that last year's goal 
was not reached due to lack of transportation for the 
vaccination brigades. At the present moment, | 948 dogs 
have been vaccinated, which is 28 perceni of this year's 
goal. Angelo Palalane said that the campaign covers the 
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city of Beira and the distncts of Dondo. Nhamatanda. 
Buzi, and Marromeu. It will be expanded to cover 
Gorongosa and *fachanga soon 


NIGERIA 


Alabi Confirms 20 AIDS Cases; Supports Study of 
Traditional Cure 

$4000156 Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 

20 Aug 88 p 8 


{Text} There are now 20 Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome [AIDS] victims in the country, with two of 
them in Oyo State, Oyo State Commussioner for Health, 
Dr Olu Alabi has said 


Speaking to newsmen in Ibadan yesterday Dr Alabi 
pointed out that one of the victims from Oyo State has 
been reported dead 


The victim, a woman, was a school teacher, who got 
married to a Ghanaian, who in turn, has fed the country 


The school teacher, before her death, was said to have 
discharged herself from the hospital while still under 
medical care, but was later reported to have died 


Dr Alabi said that the second known victim 1s an 
uncergraduate of an undisclosed university in the coun- 


try 


He also confirmed this second to be a female, but her 
contact address was not known, except for the fact that 
she had only reported 


The commissioner said further that the second victim 
was still undergoing treatment, but regretted that offi- 
ciais of his ministry were not empowered to arrest 
anyone with AIDS 


On the possibility of traditional medecines to cure the 
dreaded disease, Dr Alabi said his ministry has tried to 
organize traditional healers, to research on the efficrency 
of their claim that their herbal products could cure AITS 
with a view to researching on the herbs 


He gave the assurance that as soon as it 1s ensured that 
such a herbal product could cure the dreaded disease, the 
traditional leaders would be given the go-ahead to do so 


SOUTH AFRICA 


AIDS May Force Repatriation of Foreign 
Workers 

$4000152a Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
24 Jul 88 p 17 


[Text] AIDS poses industrial relations problems which 
could change the face of the industry 
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SA has I1! reported AIDS cases. The disease has 
appeared in 137 countnes and 11 1s predicted that there 
will be at least |-mullhon new cases by 1993 


Labour lawyer Rod Harper believes AIDS will lead to 
previously unthought of legal hassles 


The mining industry 1s already involved in debate about 
AIDS among its workers. Between 700.000 and 800,000 
workers are employed by SA mines. Of them 90 percent 
are black and about 40 percent are foreign—from Leso- 
tho, Mozambique, Malawi, Botswana and Swaziland 


Large Scale 


Wits business school lecturer G.V. Masinga says AIDS 
could change the face of industrial relations on the 
mines. 


“Foreign workers may be repatriated on a large scale so 
that 100 percent of the workers will be South African 


“Looking at demographic trends, these workers will be 
young because the age structure of the “lack population 
indicates that 43 percent are under 15 years of age 


“They will, therefore, be highly politicised and the 
propensity to unsonise will be high.” 


Repatriation was debated at a seminar on AIDS at Work 
National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) medical adviser 
Dennis Roebbel blamed the migratory labour system for 
spreading AIDS 


The brunt of his argument is that because the system 
fosters AIDS, the state and industry should not resort to 
repatriation but should assume responsibility for com- 
pensating AIDS victims 


Different 


Dr Roebbel claims that 700 foreign workers suspected of 
being HIV carriers did not have their contracts renewed 
at the beginning of this year 


Legislation empowers the minister of health to terminate 
the contract and repatriate any foreign worker with 
AIDS 


It 1s a different story for other employers. Mr Harper 
says an employer may not dismiss a worker who 1s 
identified as a HIV carrier. Misconduct, incapacity and 
retrenchment are the only three circumstances under 
which a worker can be dismissed 


Problems which could arise incluc : the obligations of an 
employer in dealing with an AIDS victim. Will an 
employer be liable if a worker gets AIDS in the work 
place’? What is the legal position if employees refuse to 
work with an AIDS victim? Is the employer under 
obligation to disclose that an employee has AIDS” 
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The legal implications are wide as lawyers enter a new 
field 


A message from the seminar 1s that i 1s vital for 
employers to educate their workers about AIDS 


Health Services Deputy Minister Michael Veldman. 
AIDS specialist Ruben Sher, Chamber of Mines spokes- 
man Olaf Martiny and Commercial Union General 
Manager Johan van Linde urge companies to begin an 
educational programme 


Frank 


The Chamber of Mines has already implemented a 
Startling frank campaign on how one acquires AIDS and 
how it can be prevented 


Mr Martiny believes such a campaign should become 
part of every corporate responsibility programme 


“It ts vital to umplement pre-employment medical cxam- 
nations. Regular test should also be conducted on 
employees. It 1s estimated that a worker has about 7.2 
years of productive life after he has been identified as an 


HIV carner 


“Once an employee is identified as having AIDS. there 1s 
no obligation on the pari of the employer to continuc 
paying his medical bills—they can be passed on to the 
State,” he says 


Umions will have to consider the AIDS pandemic seri- 
ously and will devise strategies to deal with it 


The responsibility of education will rest as much . 1 their 
shoulders as on companies. Some unions have said they 
will push for compensation, continued employment and 
support from the company for their workers 

j | 3 3 , 


Survey: White Youth Reveal Success of First 
Phase of Anti-AIDS Campaign 

S4000155 Johanneshure THE CITIZEN in Enelish 
3 Aug 88 p 20 


[Article by Janine Stein] 


[Exerpts] Young White South Afncans have no doubts 
about the seriousness of AIDS. They see the discase as a 
major threat to the nation and regard pro.niscuity, drug 
abuse and homosexuality as dangcrous. But they also 
want to know more 


These ore the results of a survey carried out to establish 
the success among | 3 to 24. year-olds of the first phase of 
the R1.4 millon anti-AIDS advertising campaign 
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Despite a recent report of a sexually imexpenenced 
Johannesburg teenager infected with the virus after 
having sex with her young lover for the first tame 
research done both before and after the advertising 
campaign indicates that i was successful 


| i 


A separate study among |.222 young peopic—729 
Blacks and 493 Whuites—confirms that the ant)-AIDS 
message was widely received 


However, researchers found an clement of confusion 
about the incidence of the disease, especialiy among the 
13 to 15 age group, and the campaign did not increase 
perceptions of the rarity of AIDS 


But although opimion varies on the incidence—28 per- 
cent think 1 extremely common, 25 percent rare and 45 
percent fairly or very common—White youths are unan- 
imous about the seriousness of the disease with no 
significant difference between before and after campaign 
studies 


Knowledge about the disease, however, 1s still not satrs- 
factory, according to the report. Although three in five 
young people claim to know a great de"! about the 
disease, there 1s still 27 percent who claim to know a 
little and 15 percent who krow almost nothing 


Two in five youths feel they are receiving conlicting 
advice on AIDS. This ts inspite of rating their knowledge 
adequatc. The after-campaign study, however, revealed a 
slight decrease in their confusion 


The study also found a growing belief thai no-one knows 
enough about AIDS. The majority agree that not enough 
information is available and the atmosphere of confu- 
sion 1s felt more strongly among the younger group (59 
percent) than among the 16 to 24 group (4! percent) 


While the study concluded that the campaign did not 
encourage the perception that AIDS 1s a common occur- 
rence in South Africa, it also found confusion and a level 
of hysteria on how the disease can be caught 


Between half and three-quarters felt AIDS can be trans. 
mitted by receiving blood, from a mother to her unborn 
baby, through imyections and sex between two women 
and by giving blood 


The activities White youth feel are reasonably safe are 
touching and working together or attending the same 
school. Only half, after the campaign, feel sure that AIDS 
cannot be caught from toilet seats, sharing cups ur 
glasses, coughing, being spat on or dical profession are 
also considered by them to be more at risk, with doctors 
in first place followed! by ambulancemen. nurses and 
lasily, dentists 
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Asked for spontancous answers, they beleve AIDS 1s 
contracted primarily through sexual activity and sec- 
ondly through blood transfusions. The shift in before 
and after studies shows an increased awareness of pro- 
muiscuity 's role 2nd 2 decrease .a the association of AIDS 
with homosexuality 


When asted to rate the one most msky activity. 44 
percent before the campaign said injecting illegal drugs 
and 33 percent promiscuity. These have been reversed 
with promiscuity now considered most msky and imyecct- 
ing drugs second 


The 16 to 24 age grows: *s alse more aware that sexual 
intercourse and blood ivansfuccons can result in AIDS 
and are more positive adout us. ng condo,.is (an imcrease 
of 20 percent) and about reducing promiscuity (an 
increase of |! percent}—both related to the campaign 
message 


The study also found a fairly high awareness of different 
risk groups, Eleven percent more youths strongly agree 
after the campaign. youngsters are more likely to catch 
AIDS than older peopic, and an equal number agree only 
those who are promiscuous are likely to catch AIDS 


In terms of age. the study found the younger group more 
inclined to consider promrscurty as high risk, while the 
older group feel intravenous drug users are most al risk 


When asked to rank the disease—AIDS, drug addiction 
lung cancer, alcoholism, TB, flu and kwashrorkor—the 
response 1s dominated by AIDS. with four in five Whites 
rating it as the greatest threat 


Along with flu and lung cancer, however, AIDS 1s the 
disease most are worned about catching, with one in five 
not worned about any of these and the |} to 15 group 
most worned about catching AIDS or flu and becoming 
addicted to drugs and alcohol 


Personal reacton to AIDS revealed a growing level of 
intolerance for AIDS sufferers among young people 
Seventy-three percent agree—both before and after the 
campaign—they should be told if a child at school has 
AIDS. And 67 percent feel those who catch the discase 
have only themselves to b'ame 


The vast majority (85 percent) feel their behaviour does 
not need to be changed because of AIDS. Of those who 
feel their behaviour should be altered, |2 percent are 
already taking more care in choosing sexual partners and 
24 percent intend changing. Fifty-nine percent said thes 
did not apply to them 


More than haif believe most peorie do not know how to 
pro‘ect themselves, although the knowledge that AIDS 1s 
a killer disease without a cure increased after the cam 


paign 
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4 great number of youth were unable to comment on the 
use of condoms, but one in four who could feel condoms 
spoil the pleasure of sex. Few feel a condom means a 
man has something to hide 


SWAZILAND 


Eighty Cases of AIDS Reported; Five Have Died 
S400015 2c Mbahane WEEKEND OBSERVER in 
English 25 Jun 88 p 3 


[Excerpt] In a shocking revelation, now 80 cases of AIDS 
have been confirmed in Swaziland. This 1s an increase of 
more than 250 percent compared to the situation in 
March where only 13 cases were reported 


Out of the 80 cases, the killer disease has already claimed 
S lives while 15 are sernously on the deathbed 


Thies startling and grim news of AIDS was disclosed this 
week at a National AIDS Prevention and Control Sem- 
inar for Shiselwen health personne! by the principal 
technician of the centre's health laboratory in Mbabane 
Mr R. Mariya 


12232 
ZAIRE 


Series Traces Efforts To Combat AIDS 
3419018 2a Paris LIBERATION in French 
2? Aug 88 p 16 


[Artecle by Alain Leauthier] 


[2 Aug 88 p 16] 


[Text] In a city where 10 percent of the population is 
thought to be seropositive, and a country where AIDS 
has become the number-one killer, the announceme: t in 
November of an Egypto-Zainan medication hit like a 
bombshell. But the medication’s ingredients are stil! a 
secret, its effects a mystery, and Kinshasans have gone 
back to dancing the rumba 


The affair, apparently the only one deemed newsworthy 
by Kinshasans, has rocked the city from one end to the 
other. It has thrilled residents of the massive Binza villas 
and of the “cite”, those anarchically spreading “zones” 
inhabited by the poor. The news: there is no longer one 
but two Zasko Langa Langa. (Footnote |) (A famous 
Zairian rumba band). The ambitious young men of 
Zairian rumba have split mto two competing orchestras 
whose clashes over the last few months have set both the 
streets and the local press abuzz. A peaceful (usually) and 
exciiing battle next to which others, though considerably 
more weighty, pale in comparison 


With competition like this, how many are reading the 
full-page advertisements on methods to prevent AIDS 
now published very regularly by Elima, one of the two 
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national dashes’ Despite its hit-and-miss syntax and 
faulty typesctting and printing. this austere and pedagog- 
cal advertssemen! 1s a sign of the timid evolution ta 
mentalities in thes Country where the virus now ranks as 
one of the great national scourges. Backbiters, that 1s. 
just about any Kinshasan able to speak confidentially 
sate from mndrscrect cars. would say that 1 1s also one of 
the rare tangible contnbutions of the “National Com- 
mittee to Combat AIDS.” 


Finally Outwitting the Arrogant West 


This public organization. to which several of the 
country’s most eminent figures belong, 1s said to have 
received substantial subsidies from the World Health 
Organ:zation (WHO). “And yet, they are content to doa 
little administration work, gad avout the country, and 
use the remainecer as a cash cow, providing cxtra moncy 
for a few.” asserts a well-informed Kinshasan physician 
Of course, 1 1s difficult to substantiate these claims. In 
Kinshasa. suspicion has become second nature. the req- 
uisite vardstnk by which people and facts are judged 
Corruption, another affliction from which the country 
has long suffered, has ballooned to unparalicied propor- 
trons and 1s matched by a irrepressie skepticism from 
which few om power can claim to be spared 


As have several others before nim. Lurhuma Zirimwa- 
bagangabo 1s paying the price. The fate of this 45-year 
old :rmmunologist. who has countiess imicrnational 
diplomas and an cxcellent reputation, 1s typical. Hes 
clam to ephemeral glory: the Mobutu-Moubarak |. or 
MM. an anty-AIDS medication whose acronym evokes 
the exciting and iadefectsMe frendshio between Egypt 
and Zaire. The discovery o' the century was presented 
last November It was a show better surted to the 
political constraints of the moment than to the currently 
accepted norms for communication within the mterna- 
tonal screntific community. “For several days, the coun- 
try lived on a state of uncertainty bordering on panic,” 
remembers Jean, an cxapatnate. “Televisson and radiw 
regularly promised us a news item of regronal, national 
and international importance Many concluded that 
Mobutu was dead ” 


()nce again. the field marshall outhved the rumors. But 
the passing disappormiment felt Sy many Zamans was 
quickly swept aside by the pride of discovery. For, mm the 
beginning. the population was wildly enthusiastic about 
MM 1. Unanimously so. From bwanas in native attire, to 
nco-fashion plates wgned Kenzo and Locbb even the 
average Kinshasan, that inveterate toner always on the 
look-out for extra moome, was swept up im the cacite 
ment. It was an enthusiasm inspired by hope, of course 
but above all by the satrsfaction of having finally veen 
able to outwit the arrogant and self-assured West. Many 
Kinshasan physicians, for cxrampie, have not forgotien 
the first brochures of the Pasteur Institute, singling out 
their country with an mnominious arrow as the berth 
place of the virus 
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Yet none of them has had the time since Novembcr to 
learn exactly whal the revenge concocted by their col- 
league Lurhuma and the Egyptizn Shafik consists of It 1s 
a total mystery that no publication in the screntific press 
has prerced. Lurhuma has simply announced on tclev:- 
sion that of 172 cases treated with MM! over a pernod of 
6 months, 24 have died. What can we conclud from 
this’ Kinshasan doctors do not know. In the University 
Clamics where Lurhuma regularly worked before being 
tapped to follow Mobutu on all his foreign trips. the 
secret 1s closely guarded. Only a few cronies are in on the 
affair. Some physicians go farther and openly question 
whether Lurhuma himself even knows the composition 
of the product myected in patients who came scrambling 
to the clinics. One thing 1: certain: the medication 1s 
inanufactured in Egypt and at icast on one occasion 
gctting more supplies had been touchy 


Furthermore, 1 seems that cach of the 20 or so shots 
administered causes great suffering The pain s so 
difficult to bear that some patients prefer to abandon the 
treatment part way through. “It 1s Shafik'’s product. not 
Lurhuma's. The latter caved in to the myunctions of 
Mobutyu who, last November, needed a new conjyurer's 
trick to quiet the population. He may have gained some 
maternal advantages, but he's lost all credibility mm our 
eyes.” explains a Zaman screntist. Serious accusations. 
also hard to substantiate, as 1s “lmost everything said or 
whispered in Kinshasa 


Has Lurhuma isolated himself? Many of the country’s 
screntists still hesitate to condemn without appeal 
Zaire’s Mr AIDS. awkwardly and hastily enthroned by 
Mobutu. An cxample 1s one biologist we spoke to. a 
refined man who has a passionate relationship with the 
West. He rnitially refused to attack his celebrated col- 
league and, on the contrary, pointed out his undeniable 
qualities. “The MMI is a serous drug. even if you 
Westerners were not the onginators. It's effective ~ To 
support this, he went on to cite a couple of ill frends who 
made a special trip from Rwanda to try their last chance 
The initial results were completely encouraging The 
woman gained weight and her neal > improved visibly 
Several testimonies about other patients also mention 
perceptible improvements: a recovery of energy. remus 
sons of several weeks, even months. On the eve of our 
departure, however, the health of the young Rwandan 
woman had apparently detenoratied. “She has con- 
tracted a horrible case of pneumonia.” we were told 


“She's domg poorly 


Then is the MMI purely and simply a fraud’ Some do 
not hesitate to say 80, citing several cases of death 
following injections administered at the University clin. 
ics. One young businessman lost a close frend that way 
“Let's be honest, nothing proves it was because of the 
MM1. The iliness had run its course and the medication 
may have had nothing to do with it,” suggests a Western 
doctor who has practiced for a long time in the country 
“But if Lurhuma had consented to give us even a inkling 
of what was gorng on, we would not be where we are 
now 


AFRICA (SU B-SAHARA) 


Obviously. Aunshasa would no longer be Kinshasa. the 
Kur-Koese of Kon-Joy. of the “misadventures” of the 
immunologist did not inspire a few verbal gags Theos 
lume, the favorite beer of Konshasans 1s being used to 
mock the unlucky man. Caste! has become “AIDS Cure 
Expermmentally Tested by Lurhuma™ But behind the 
ragging. many intciiecctuals are cnormousily Cinap- 
ported. They fear the pendulum will swong back. that a 
shadow will be cast on the country’s screntific commu 
nity. Above all. they fear the smug sony of the 
“mundele”. the Whites. The fatalists have ressgned 
themselves and are predicting a scenario played out im 
advance “For now. he's in Mobutu'’s good graces. but 
that will change and he will have lost ewerything 


Refurbdishing Mlobutu s Image 


Cnthers siress a more mundane aspect of ine MM! afftaor 
Since the beginning of the year, several Westerners have 
been seen in the clhnics Belgian and American AIDS 
patients, apparently treated with Shafik’s medication 
with results that are not yet known These are only the 
avant-garde The arrivai of th. bulk of the troop, a 
veritable bridge of chartered planes transporting to Kun- 
shasa several thousand ateents from Europe. was 
announced, one 1s temp’ od to say promrsed, just a short 
tume ago. And the sews has not faried to surprize m 
ainshasa, where thc MM! has not recerved very good 
press. “This ope.ation must have had some purpose 
Refurtishine Mobutu'’s wmage. certamly, but maybe 
siphoning if some moncy as well, suggests a screntrst 
“Who »« sald gain from luring these poor souls, ready to 
try av thong to survive” 


In any case. the search for a treatment or vaccine 
obviously carrnes huge financial stakes. No one mm Kin- 
shasa 1s naive cnough to wmagine that a marked taste for 
aboveboard dealings 1s enough to caplain the candor 
with whech the administration has treated the subject of 
AIDS. “Mobutu s smarter than other African heads of 
State.” cxplains a university professor “instead of 
Imposing censorship, he allowed foreign screntific teams 
to come in, and encourages, or at least does not drscour 
age. research It's clever, positive, and may one day pay 
off” A hypouhesss that could not be more plausibic 


“If an umportant discovery 1 made in the country, a lot 
of moncy, a lot, will be at stake.” an American screntrst 
adds. This moreover one of the reasons given by 
Lurhuma to jestify hes refusal to co mmunicate specif 
information about MMI. There can br no question 
high-ranking authorities cxiplamned, of allowing the rec 

ipe to be pilfered by large mnternatronal laboratories 
Then, when little cagerness was shown bry the latter, the 
target shifted The inevitable boycott by bug moncy of a 
“Negro” discovery was invoked This 1s an old tactic of 
the administration, used a hundred tomes im the past, ic 
shrewdly playing on nationalistic and anti-impenalrst 
sensitilitees, still very much alive im some segments of 
the population 
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Mind-boggling Sems in a Country That Lacks 
ft verything 


This tame, however, the trap did not spring And today 
even after dcfenéing him, the most mdulgent of the 
screntist's colleagues are abandoning him In a country 
where there 1s a shortage of everything, especially im the 
health care field, Lurhuma 1s certainly enjoying some 
privileges. And, it 1s sad, the largesse of WHO “A 
milhon dollars,” says a Kinshasan physician wh  thenks 
he knows. A sum to set one dreaming For during this 
tome, at Mama Yemo, the city's principal hosprtal sadly 
renowned throughout central Afnca for its drlapydation 
only 40 patients are able to benefit from AZT treatment 
[it's pathetic 


All the more so as the statistics have not changed much 
since the country became prey to the disease 5 to 10 
percent of the Kinshasan population is thought to be 
stropositive. More than that, AIDS has become a palpa 
bie reality, and a particularly heavy one Nothing less 
than the number-one cause of death mm the country. if a 
study of seroprevalence in S00 corpses brought comsec 
tively to the Kinshasa morgue can be trusted “The 
number of people mourning deaths probably caused by 
AIDS can no longer even be counted. “ a doctor explains 
“It's becoming difficult to shut one’s eyes to it. every 
farmily has a relative, close or distant, affected by n- 


In a contest like thes, 1 takes a certamn amount of courage 
to calmly state, as an American screntist did, that “If one 
of the research studies undertaken here produces results 
I know that Zainans, and Africans in general, wl! not be 
the first to benefit from at” 


[3 Aug 88 p 18] 


[Text] Military personnel, French cooperants. research 
team members, Zainans nearly 45 peopic. al! volun 
teers, were inoculated with French Professor Danve! 
Zagury’s proposed vaccine 


Since he began working with Danie! Zagury im the quest 
for a vaccine against the HIV virus, Bernard Crowssard. a 
small man, thin as a rail, has learned the value of 
promises. One which Danie! Zagury made to tim one 
Gay, and that he wasted no time in broadcasting among 
hes Konshasan acquaintances, has for the time being 
proved true imjection with the proposed vaccine © 
developet by the reknowned biologist of Pierre and 
Mare Cure University is indeed harmicss 


The two-year-old adventure began with a meeting 
between Zagury and Jonathan Mann, WHO's Mir AIDS 
former head of American epidem ological research at 
Mama Yemo Hospital. Mann suggested that hes French 
colleague, who was secking a host country mm Africa, give 
Zaire a try. With the assistance of the Zairian professor 
Lurhuma, who was won over by his fierce determination 
Zagury finally prevailed. A protocol lynking the two wedes 
was approved by authorities at the highest level Under 


AFRICA (SLUB-SAHARA) 


the Corectson of Geencral Jean-Jacgucs Salaun. the Kon 
shasan branch of the INRB (Natrona! Instetute of Bio 
medical Research). jorned on the capermment A erndfall 
for this practecady brand new center. maugurated m 
1984. which had unt:! then confined iscif to running 
not without Jifficulty. ELISA tests 


Today the caperument has found us strnde The contro 
versy has died down, and no one dreams any more of 
castigating Dr Zagury and hes team for playing Dr 
Frankeuster at the Third World's cxpense By vaccenat 
ung homself first in November 1986. before anyone cise 
DZ. as he tags homeclf in screntific reviews, antecrpated 
the mmevitable critecrsm. For a while, 1 was not enough to 
Grsarin hes detractors, but the man. a sort of Dr Numbus 
on springs. eventually commanded respect 


“I honestly don't think we can be suspected of using 
Zainans as canon fodder ~ asserts Bernard Csoussard He 
was the second Westerner to 1 pect hemself with Zagury's 
preperation, under circumstances that are still famous a 
clumsy move. a lrttle infected bom! on hes hands and 

vorla. “It definitely topped the scales, but | had already 
decided to do it anyway 


“The Experiment of « Lifetime” 


There 1 no trace of self-giorificatron mm thes virologrst 
who until then sad pursued an wroeprochatle bul wndis 
tengurshed career in Africa “1 don't deserve any credit 
he says. “it's the opportunity of a lvfeteme. the kond of 
capermment that doesn | come along every day ~ A moty 
vation shared by many of the volunteers. French and 
Zaman, who also accepted the (sight) risk of a serocon 
version Another crample are the muilitary personne! at 
the Center for Traming of Airborne Troops, howsed a 
short distance from the N°Dyl: arrport. pust far enough 
from the city The caplanation sometimes given for then 
action irks them. as ot does thew phyeciuan-<colone! Lov 
Dechazal, also one of the wery first the dechard paras 
after pumping on Koleez: are pumping on AIDS 
( srotesque comments Bernard (roussard they 
yorned us as individuals. not solders 


In any case. nearly 45 people now make up the email 
group of Konshasan proneers A communrty that stands 
somewhat apart certamnly. but not a closed club “We 
don't see any more or less of cach other thas before 
caplains the wife of Bernard \rowssard. chef accountant 
of the French tyoee. who also embarked on the adwen 
ture “And our lives have not really changed | am prowd 
© take part mm the capermment. « will be weeful, but ' 
don't veew otners any differently The converse. unfor 
tunately. not as true 


In the tony. often clowtered world of coopvrants and 
cipatriates, the volunteers are strll seen as mmulely 
deranged, of ai worst as overescited menaces halle to 
mmfect the rest of the white community (hutede the endl 
circle of those involwed, the Zagury capermment sore 
tomes sparks hostility. of rvdifference “Some people are 
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not even aware, they are wgnorani of cveryiheng about thc 
INRB—Zagury and the rest.” notes one of the women 
vaccrnated, also an emplovee of the French echon'’ Yor 
ceTtamnis the sciection process tor volunteers was siren 
ecnt cnuugh Indeed. recrusteng high-risk subyccts at thes 
Sage of the cauperiment #95 oul of the Gucsteen. Un the 
contrary. most of thoce sciected zre w saad health and 
most are part of a couple rweng together. “We had some 
guys come mm who were not too well-informed about the 
cipenment may have thought that Dy 
letting themscives gct stuck they could continue whoop 
mg «to up. recoliecis another vaccunated man Hopes 
whech were queckly land to rest. Most of the Anrshass 
gurnca pres cad peaceful wes, whech the few resirictoons 
umposed by the capermment have barely affected. It 1s om 
a flat. almost emotroniess wouce that the director of the 
French Schoo! nevertheless confesses: “I behewe | am 
takong part om an capenment of world mmportance 


partvers wh 


Lm the Zarrvan sede as well, of os difficult to perceive ths 
dimension Although wveral 7arrvan natconals are par 
tecepateng om the capermment. notably close relations of 
AIDS pateents, Zagury’s research has not enjoyed the 
sare (short-lived) notonety as the Zammnan-Egyptian 
meracte drug”. MMI (see “LIBERATION”. 2/8/88) 
it's mot that authoritees have spared any eflort m sup 
porteng the study. “it's pust that.” as a Kenshasan doctor 
notes, “its mostly a white man's protiem 


Seffering the Province of the Healers 


In the “corte”. day-to-day suffering « the province of 
tradit.onal healers —some serrous. some less so—authen 
te charlatans, and caperrenced herbal practitioners Ii os 
not clear to whech category Phale-Mbong one of the 
best-known. if not most honest. belonged Ebaic-Mhong 
ms the fugh prest of C AS. the contenwouws agtatron 
syndrome, an iiness which os responsible for AIDS. and 
which, according to its drscoverer, « ravageng nearly 80 
percent of the human race its cause the vengeance of 
vod against homose. uals. women who have voluntary 
chosen abortion. fetrsh-sts. and idolators Its sympton 
mmclude the hearing of messages and ternges “capecially 
when it's hot and when « ranns” The only remedy to 
come without further delay to the Ehale M bonge labora 
tory 


Apparently though thes 6 OT ewrn @ Case Of frawd. tor 
the “cure” was free Afflicted with AIDS hermeclf. the 
man died a short while ago and, according to the poke 
gong around, hes proteges are stl) warteng for hes reser 
rectron. Thee 1 macabre. cruel hemor of cowree. bul the 
truth 6. no one todsy really has the heart to poke fun of 


APRIC A tSL B-SAHARA) 


gory m ihe superornty of one wrrmce Over another 
Pernard (soussard carctiily avonds any trrumphant. pub 
mcity-secking statements im Arnshasa he refuses. as docs 
the bead of the INRB. ecncral Jcean-Jacgucs Salaun. | 

“-<cak werihoul the cupress aulhorivatveon of the satc 
commissions of Health and Information 


All the cautvon and dracuplone wehech were lactone om ttm 
MMi annowement surround the work of Zagury and 
the peopee at INRE “No one has emposed anythong. oF 
made any demands on us For now. we are really working 
the way ec wan! to. aseeres the vereiogret Vet even 
though the team 6 mm no hurry to produce results at any 
coos, t docs feel that results are no longer wery far away 
l know we about to reach our goal.” confesses Bernard 
(eoussard The neat step. probally when school resumes 
will be clomecal trials on populations susceptimc to con 
tractong the verus These esl! show whether the emmum 
protection stemulated hy the proposed vaccene ms sult) 
cent to Mock mfection Several soenarms are under 
conssdcration, bul the study will be Gone om a real-life 
«ale and will apparently mvolve two growm of YA 
individuals—perhams military persommc! Will they he 
volunteers all of them eetl-onformed about the nature of 
the vaccene”’ For now. ne one ms cager to answer thew 
gucstions The sulyect « a delxate one. mdden we th 
enares and the room for mancuver « lemirted hue 
copecially im Africa. can menemum cthecal standards 
respected without at the same treme tyeng the hands of 
researchers in a wituatoon that 1 comtenually deterrorat 
ma” The Mi caperence. with whech Py the way 
Jaguty + team was not even remotely associated. wil! 
oertamly not encowrage any dreregard of the rules of 
Caution 


b eet mote 


| The vwaceune made! deweloped y Dane! Zagury m 
1986 « made up of an mgcnrows Muaterc fragments 
synthesized from veral mermhranc are epiwoed. for greater 
eflectiveness, onto the vaccene agains! Cowpens (vaccema) 
and wnmune cells are taken from the healthy vohuntecer 
mfected om the laboratory eith a harmices 6, othetx 
virus, and rempected mito the human gurnca pe to 
stermulate bes emmene system against the AIDS verws 
For now. the “proposed prototype vaccene§ has gone 
through different stages. from Dr Zagury + scll-waccmma 
thor to toascety teste (eee “LIBRE RATIOUN' 21/4/88) The 
propesed vaccene ms one made! among others horng 
tested, notahly m the lL nvted Siates. bol of me endouwm 
edly the most advanced 


iva ’s 
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AIDS Testing for Insurance. Nemophiliecs 
( ompensation 


Insurance Firm's Mandatory [| esting 
Soars] Onawa THE OTTAWA CITIZEN of Pew 
1) due SS p te 


[Teat) Toronto (C ?}—Everyvone appiveng for lefe oesur 
ance from Fianceal Life Assurance Co of ( enada must 
submit to a mandatory AIDS test or be demoed cowerage 
the company's presedent sand Tucsday 


Although most life umsurance Companies require peopl 
secking coverage of $ 200.000 of more to take Mood tests 
the new polecy makes Financeal Life the forest enswrance 
company on Canada to mmpose an AIDS test for any level 
of coverage, sand prewdent Hugh Hancy 


{ Ompanics deny coverage to peopic who test persetive for 
the AIDS antrbody 


Financeal Life hopes to avoed drastically rarseng prem 
ums with the testeng program. whech begens Sept | 5 
Haney sand 


By testeng everyone, we can keep our costs lower 


A recent study by the Mercantile A Creneral Rewnsurance 
Group of Toronto recommended insurance companies 
merease some premeums be 25 “uch as 40 per cent to 
compensate for the empact of AIDS 


Last vear, 205 mswrance clanms valued at $!! § mulhon 
on people dying of AIDS were made in ( anada. statistics 
from the Canadian Lefe and Health insurance Assoc 
tron show 


AIDS currently accownts for one per cent of death clanms 
mn Canada 


A-ross-the-board testing will remove suspicion appl 
cants might have that they are berng sengied owt becaux 
they are perceived to be members of hegh-rrsk groups 
Hancy sad 


(hher msurance companies «il! pretably follow Finan 
coals lead, at least to the cutent of lowering the coverage 
level at whech they well requere tests, said © hartes Black 
a spokesman for the natvonal mmsurance association 


Compensation for Hemophiliacs Proposal 
SAS |] Orrawa THE OTTAWA CTTIZE SN om Fmeiint 
‘ dug SA p As 


[Artte by Nioole Baer] 


[Eaxcerpts} Canadian hemophihact, eho risk developing 
AIDS from contamenated Mood products. are growrneg 
ansious over federal government delays in comsdering 
therr request for financial compensation 


CANADA “ 


lhe ( anadecan Mem phvise SOxeety sent a leticr to Meath 
Minmicr Jake Epp om May * asheng to present rts 


ease mah DORs Prog reals I te wiieT i) 5 ee 8 err 


anske rod 


The «xecty cstemates that ncarty half of Canada's 2 ¥e 
hemopiihacs requiring Mood products ell cventually 
show evidence of comtact wrth the deadly AIDS werus 
niccted tetore |! 985 
( anadian Red ( ross changed tts procedure for xreening 
hia’? donors to weed out thos who are mfcceed Py 
crenmcs syndrome 


Miest of therm were ehen the 


acquired immunadct 


Rul hecawee of takes about 
develop smptoms of AIDS. 70 per cent of 
hemoptrhacs dont vet show segns of the drscase§ | he 
m the carly | VV 


> vears for a persas to 
niected 


crunch - i] Shes 


Among other thongs. the propersal asks the federal gov 
ramen to provide financial retect to famelecs of >omo 
pulacs who have heen wiccted eth the AIDS verws 


from approved Mod products 


The Federal ( entre for AIDS save 87 ( anadrens mected 
mg chuldren, are reported to have deweioned AILS from 
hia’ of Mow’? pradiects (7 those SS have dicd 


Increase in Cancer Linked to Weedkiller Promots 
Studies 

‘404Y Toronte THE GLOBE AND Wall om 
Pagieh 2 dug SA pp 4/ Ad 


[Artocte by C hrvetee McLaren] 


it scerpts) A rare form of lymephate cancer that has been 
eked to the common eeed-diller ° 4-1) has heen 
moreawng steadily m Canada during the past two 
decades, federal Matrstics show 


The frequency of non Hodgkin s lymphoma and the 
death rate from the cavscer have dowhted for hoth men 
sd women at a tee when most offer kends of Cancer 
have been dechnrng. sand Moward Morrison, a cancer 
researcher with the Department of Health and Welfare's 
bureau of chrome drscase « prdermolagy 


it certannly 1s curvows that the rates for non-Haodghon s 
lymphoma arc up. Mir Moerreson saed om an mtervece 


Most other Cancers are dropping 


Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma « a cancer affecting the 
mmune system thal weually appears as a tumor om the 
lymph glands The drscase killed ahout 1.50) people im 
| Var 
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“There's certainly strong suspicions for 2,4-D” as the 
cause, Mr Morrison said. “I'm not aware of anything else 
that’s been definitively linked to non-Hodgkin's 
lymphoma.” 


Extremely effective at killing broad-leafed weeds, and 
cheap—$2.50 worth will treat a hectare of Iond—2,4- 
dichloropheroxyacetic acid 1s the backbone of weec- 
control programs in Canada. 


About 5,000 metric tonnes are sprayed annually on 
seven million hectares of land, including wheat, oats, 
barley, rye and corn crops, city parks, golf courses and 
residential lawns, in commercial forests and under 
power transmission lines. 


Concern about the cancer statistics, and two recent 
studies linking 2,4-D to the same disease in U.S. farmers, 
have prompted Ottawa to finance two studies to answer 
a nagging question: does the popular weed-killer pose 4 
long-term health risk to thousands of grain farmers i. ihe 
Canadian Prairies? 


In the largest study of its kind in the world, Health and 
Welfare is examining the medical records of 360,000 
farmers across Canada and comparing them with the 
number of acres of crops of pesticides, including herbi- 
cides such as 2,4-D, each farmer sprayed in 1970, 1975 
and 1980. 


Special attention is being paid to 70,000 farmers in 
Saskatchewan, the province that uses most of the 2,4-D 
sprayed in Canada each year. Preliminary results are 
expected in six months. 


In another study, scientists at the University of Saskat- 
chewan and McGill University propose to examine 
possible links between agricultural chemicals and four 
kinds of cancer related to the immune system—Hodg- 
kin’s disease, soft-tissue sarcoma, multiple myeloma and 
non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. 


A pilot study should begin this year. If the full study is 
approved by Health and Welfare, the researchers would, 
beginning in 1989, interview | ,000 men who have cancer 
and 1,000 other men selected at random, to compare 
t}.eir exposure to pesticides and other farm chemicals 


“It would be the first study (of its kind) in Canada on 
farmers and agricultural chemicals,’ Dr James Dosman, 
director of the Centre for Agricultural Medicine at the 
University Hospital in Saskatoon, said in an interview. 


The new studies of humans are emerging just as Ottawa 
is wrapping up a special review of the health risks and 
economic benefits of 2,4-D. 


For at least two years, toxicologists in Health and Wel- 
fare have been reviewing scientific studies of 2,4-D's 
effect on laboratory animals. 


CANADA 


When the review is complete, Agriculture Mir ister John 
Wise must decide whether io ban 2,4-D, restrict its use or 
keep it widely available. 


The weed-killer 2,4-D was approved for use in Canada 
and the United States in 1946, before governments 
required detailed health studies. Worldwide sales of the 
chemical, which is an ingredient in nearly 1,000 prcd- 
ucts, amount to $14-billion a year. 


Scientists estimate that it takes about 20 years of expo- 
sure to a cancer-causing chemical before the disease 
becomes evident. 


Federal statistics show that Canadians are developing 
new cases of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma ai double the 
rate two decades ago. 


In men, 12 cases were diagnosed for every 100,000 
people in 1983, compared with 6.5 cases in 1969. In 
women, nine cases per 100,000 were diagnosed in 1983, 
compared with 4.6 in 1969. 


Canadians also are dying from non-Hodgkin's lym- 
phoma at twice the rate they did 35 years earlier. 


In men there were six deaths for every 100,000 peopie in 
1986, up from 2.8 in 1951, while in women, there were 
four deaths per 100,000, compared with 1.9 in 1951. 


(9274 


E. Coli Iliness Outbreaks Reported in Ontario, 
Saskatchewan 

54200050 Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in 
English 29 Jul 88 p A8& 


[Excerpts] Sarnia, Ontario—With no new cases of a 
potentially fatal disease caused by toxic bacteria 
reported since Friday, health officials say they no longer 
fear ar Outbreak. Instead, they are focusing their efforts 
on determining where up to 13 people contracted the 
gastro-intestinal illness since the first case was reported 
on July 15, said Dr Lucy Duncan, an investigator at the 
Sarnia-Lambton health unit. “We're very encouraged 
that these are just a few isolated cases,” Dr Duncan said. 
“Even the case reported on Friday involved a family 
member of one of the confirmed cases so we re optimis- 
tic that things are unde; control. “Three years ago, the 
same bacterial strain was responsible for 15 deaths at a 
London, Ont., nursing home. In 1986, 48 cases were 
reported in Sarnva after a school trip to a nearby farm, 
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Causing critical illness in three children. The bacterium 
Escheria coli 0157:H7 is generally linked to beef and 
dairy products. Dr Duncan discounts any connection to 
a similar outbreak of the disease among 7! patients at a 
Regina nursing home. She said the health unit has 
interviewed more than 300 people in its investigation 
and none of those afflicted has travelled outside the 





CANADA 


county or received visitors from Saskatchewan. Mean- 
while, the one child admitted to hospital in London has 
been sent home. Of Lambton cases, six are confirmed 
while seven are suspected. All but four of the cases 
involve children. 


(9274 
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INDONESIA 


Hepatitis Outbreak in West Kalimantan, Dengue 
in West Java 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 12 Aug 88 p ! 


[Excerpts] More than 900 persons have suffered from 
hepatius in Sandai subdistrict, West Kalimantan, in the 
past 2 months. Seven have died. In Pengalengan subdi- 
strict, West Java, 358 persons have been hospitalized for 
dengue fever since 23 July. Fourteen have died. 


SOUTH KOREA 


Health Ministry Announces New AIDS Case 
SK 1309022188 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in 
English 13 Sep 88 p 3 


[Text] A 27-year-old AIDS virus carrier has developed 
full- blown AIDS, the Ministry of Health and Social 
Affairs announced yesterday. 


The man, identified only by his family name of Kim, was 
recently diagnosed as suffering from pnemoctitis carni 
pneumonia, a disease common to AIDS paticnts, a 
ministry spokesman said. 


Kim tested positive for AIDS antibodies in April this 
year. At that time he showed laryngeal tuberculosis and 
other symptoms similar to those that develop before 
full-blown AIDS, the spokesman said. 


An official said the new AIDS patient, who hawked 
goo.s in Seoul and Inchon, frequented bars in Itaewon 
before he was confirmed as a “sero-positive.” 


Figures released by the ministry show that 25 Koreans 
have so far tested positive for AIDS antibodies while 
four others have contracted the killer disease. 


The total breaks down to |! prostitutes and female 
employees of entertainment places; six oceangoing sea- 
men; four overseas Korean residents; two workers 
employed by Korean firms doing business in foreign 
countries and six others. 


Most of the AIDS victims, except two, were infected with 
the AIDS virus through sexual intercourse, according to 
the ministry. The two got infected with blood contami- 
nated with the AIDS virus. 


Four of the 29 AIDS victims have died. The remaining 
25 people, including 10 women, are under surveillance. 


Fifteen AIDS victims, including two patients, have been 
reported so far this year, up 67 percent over 1987 when 
nine were reported. 


In 1985, there was only one known AIDS victim. The 
number of victims rose to four in 1987. 
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Under the Anti-AIDS Law that went into force January 
| this year, prostitutes and female employees of night- 
clubs, bars and other entertainment places are required 
to undergo AIDS antibody tests twice yearly. Sailors who 
work on oceangoing ships also must do so when they 
return home. 


VIETNAM 


Insect Infestation in Provinces Reported 
BK 1009154588 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 9 Sep 8&8 


[Excerpt] According to the Vegetation Protection 
Department, | 0th-month rice in various northern prov- 
inces has been developing favorably. However, insects 
especially nce stem borers, exist in certain areas. By 
mid-August, the first litter of grown larvae had infested 
the early and late rice plantings, causing patches of 
ricepiants of the Moc Tuyen variety to wither. In the 
provinces of the Bac Bo lowlands and midlands alone, 
the density of insect infestation averages 4-6 insects per 
square meter with the hardest-hit areas recording 10 
insects per square meter. 


Pest Infestation Situation in North Reported 
BK0709070588 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 6 Sep 88 


[Summary] “At present, |O0th-month rice 1s developing 
satisfactorily on more than 1.24 million hectrares in the 
northern provinces and has been harvested from the 
early and main plantings in Hai Hung and Ha Nam Ninh 
Provinces.” In other localities, 10th-month nce on the 
early and main plantings has grown cars and 1s expected 
to be in full bloom by 20 September. 


Thanks to ample rainfall since early August, favorable 
conditions have been created for rice to develop more 
satisfactorily in all northern localities, except for Nghe 
Tinh and Thanh Hoa that are still affected by drought 
Although there are still no serious problems concerning 
floods and flash floods, insects and diseases have 
appeared and developed further on many areas with a 
higher density than many previous years. 


“According to the Vegetation Protection Department of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry, as many 
as 160,000 hectares of rice in various provinces have 
been ravaged by nigrospora oryzae, rice bugs, paddy 
borers, and rice caseworms. The area affected by nigro- 
spora oryzae alone accounts for nearly 70,000 hectares.” 
In Hanoi, Ha Nam Ninh, and Haiphong, the infestation 
of this disease 1s increasing at a rapid rate and has caused 
riceplants to wither on a limited scale. 


“Meanwhile, in Nghe Tinh and Thanh Hoa Provinces, 
rice bugs are spreading to tens of thousands of hectares 
of 10th-month rice with a density of 3 to 5 insects per 
square meter. In certain localities, the density 1s higher, 
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from 20 to 30 or even 200 insects per square meter.” In 
each province, these insects have caused harm to a few 
thoudsands of hectares of |10th-month nce, which ts in 
the late blooming stage. 


In the days ahead, it 1s likely that mce bugs and green 
plant bugs will spread vigorously, stem borers of the 
fourih litter will continue to cause damage, rice case- 
wort flies will begin tc appear, nigrospora oryzae will 
develop vigorously on a large area, and armyworm flies 
will appear in random areas. Along with intensively 
preparing facilities and materials for the control of 
waterlogging and drought at the end of the crop season, 


EAST ASIA 


all cooperatives and localities in the north should con- 
centrate on guiding peasants in Combating young ground 
beetles, stem borers, nigrospora oryzac, and armyworm 
flies. 


Meanwhile, the Vegetation Protection Department must 
urgently coordinate with the sectors concerned in deliv- 
ering insecticides and sprayers to all localities in support 
of the prevention and control of insect and discase 
infestation, not allowing it to spread on a large scale that 
could adversely affect the yield and ouput of 1 0th-month 
rice 
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ARGENTINA 


— Predict 1 Million AIDS Cases by Year 


54002034a Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 
22 Jun 88 p 12 


[Text] Around |.2 million persons could be carrying the 
AIDS virus in Argentina by the year 2000 should the 
number of infected persons continue systematically dou- 
bling annually, as it has over the past 5 years, according 
to theoretical estimates advanced by experts. 


The annual doubling of the number of cases of record has 
been a constant since the first cases were reported in 
1982, Pedro Caham, director of the Fernandez Hospi- 
tal’s Committee on Infectious Diseases, told NOTICIAS 
ARGENTINAS. 


This hospital presently has a team of specialists assigned 
to the care of AIDS patients and to the study of means of 


preventing this epidemiological disease. 


Caham stated that should this trend continue, there will 
be | million persons afflicted with the disease through- 
out the world by 1991, and “ar vastly higher number of 
carners of the virus among both men and women.” 


Dr Arnaldo Casiro, of the Infectious Disease Unit at the 
aforementioned hospital, stated to RADIO EXCEL- 
SIOR that “if we consider the growth rate of the disease 
worldwide, the future figures for Argentina, in terms of 
advance of the disease, will be alarming.” 


Casiro pointed out that the Fernandez Hospital “has no 
official budget™ to deal with the growing number of 
AIDS patients, who, “to cope with the action of the 
virus, would have to be treated with a drug costing 
between $700 and $1,500." 


The specialist added that “every individual carrying the 
virus can transmit it, and therefore those who are 
infected, even though they do net have the disease, must 
exercise the same care as if they did.” 


Homosexuals a Higher-Risk Group 


In this regard, he stated that “statistically, a majority of 
the recorded cases are homoscauals, and we have 
recently begun to see a higher incidence of the disease 
among intravenous drug addicts.” 


He pointed out that infection, of men as well as women, 
can be transmitted through sexual intercourse, and that 
women usually transmit the virus via the blood stream 
through the joint use of syringes, via the placenta and 
maternal milk during pregnancy, and via the birth canal 
at deliver, “ 
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He stated that “between 10 and 30 percent of those 
infected by the AIDS virus develop the disease in Argen- 
tina,” adding that “when we refer to the disease, we must 
begin to do so only at the point where the virus, upon 
attacking the immune system, acquires immunity within 
the body.” 


Further in this regard, a renort by WHO [World Health 
Organization] mentions that “although the number of 
countnes recording and reporting AIDS cases has grown, 
it iS estimated that the real total of cases worldwide 1s 
double that shown in the official lists.” 


Although as of | April this year the total number of cases 
on record was 85.273, the WHO report states that 
“because of inadequate detection and incomplete report- 
ing of cases to the national health authorities, the 
reported number is an insufficient estimate, and it 1s 
possibie that the total throighout the world may approx- 
imate 150,000 persons.” 


Introduction As of This Decade 


Regarding the spread of the disease, the document statc, 
that epidei:miological and laboratory studies have estab- 
lished that “its transmission via body fluids appears 
limited to the blood, semen, and vaginal and cervical 
canal secretions.” 


It 1s estimated that “infection in the general population 
is running at a level of over 50 percent among persons 
considered to be at high risk for reasons of life style, such 
as men with multiple sex partners and intravenous drug 
addicts.” 


Lastly, the report indicates that AIDS “was introduced 
around the beginning of the present decade through 
homosexual and heterosexual intercourse, or through 
contacts with prostitutes in zones where the disease 1s 
endemic.” 


9399 


National Conference Deals With AIDS roblem 
Among Prisoners 

$4002034b Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 

6 Jul 88 p 32 


[Text] The Third National Prison System Conference, 
designated as being of national interest, and held on the 
30th anniversary of promulgation of the National Prison 
System Law (Decree Law 41.258), addressed “the real 
AIDS situation in Argentina and its incidence in the 


prison population.” 


Bway of introduction, Dr Jorge Angel Benetucci, head 
of Unit 17 of the Doctor Francisco Javier Munia Hos- 
pital, referred to the problem engendered by AIDS on a 
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world level, owing 10 its progressive spread, and indi- 
cated thai, in the absence of effective control measures. 
“the percentage of reported cases as of 1987 can be 
expected to rise by a factor of 10 in the 4-year period 
between 1987 and 1991.” 


Discussing the Argentine situation, Dr Benetucci stated 
that Units | and 3 have carried out various studies of the 
different risk factors that characterize the disease, as well 
as the median age and length of imprisonment, in the 
prison population. 


He said the studies involved 376 semplings of blood, 
among men and women, and that the ages of the male 
prisoners ranged from 18 to 60 years, while those of the 
female prisoners ranged from 19 to 73 years. 


Information obtained from the analysis indicated that of 
the 376 samples, 267 were obtained from male patients 
of whom 253 were heterosexual and 14 were bisexual: 
135 of the males sampled were intravenous drug addicts 
while the remaining 132 males exhibited no drug addic- 
tion whatsoever. 


LATIN AMERICA 


Of the 109 female prisoners, 92 were heterosexual, |2 
bisexual, and § homosexual; 40 of them were addicted to 
intravenous drugs 


As to length of imprisonment at the time of the studies, 
he stated that uninfected males represented a penod of 
imprisonment of between | and 51 months, while the 
penod of imprisonment among the infected males 
ranged from | to 28 months. The period of imprison- 
ment among uninfected women ranged from | to 209 
months, and among infected women, from ! to 9 
months. 


“Consequently,” he stated to CLARIN, “these statistics 
indicate jhat all infections developed around the end of 
1986 and beginning of 1987. And above all else,” he 
emphasized, “there 1s a fundamental need to understanc’ 
that AIDS 1s not only a medical problem, but one that 
concerns our society as a whole. Our society must 
provide an affirmative and nondiscriminatory 
response,” he concluded 
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EGYPT 


First AIDS Autopsy Prompts Extra Precautions 
$40046184 Cairo AKHBAR AL-YAWM in Araiic 
9 Jul S8p tl 


[Article by Husayn “Abd-al-Qadir] 


[Text] To be sure, this was not an casy job nor an 
ordinary day in the life of workers at the Zaynahum 
morguc last week. For how could it have been an casy job 
and an ordinary day when they received the body of the 
first AIDS victim in Egypt’ 


The morgue’s telephone had been ringing continuously 
since 9 am, and the topic of all conversations was the 
autopsy performed on the body of young Fawzi, an AIDS 
patient who died while trying to escape from Hamiyat 
Hospita! 


On the phone was chief medical examiner Dr Muham- 
mad al- ‘Iraqi, reassuring Ministry of Health officials that 
the morgue had taken all necessary precautions to ensure 
that no AIDS virus would escape from the body before, 
during, or after the autopsy, while medical examiner Dr 
Sam: al-Jundi, who was scheduled to perform the 
autopsy, was makig sure that everyone was donning 
surgical gloves, masks, and special rubber shoes. 


While the body was being carried from the refrigerator to 
the autopsy room, everybody im the long hallway sud- 
denly vanished as though the ground had opened up and 
swallowed them! Dr Sarai al-Jundi began his job after the 
pajamas which the AIDS victim was wearing before he 
died were burned. The body was doused in highly 
concentrated chemicals to disinfect it, and the job took 
40 very long minutes. The body was once again cleaned 
with chemicals, and the doctor and his assistants took off 
their clothes, gloves, and shoes and tossed them into a 
very hoi fire’ 


They asked the medical examiner the reason for all these 
measures, and he said that AIDS is transmitted through 
sexual contact, open wounds, or blood transfusions, and 
caution 1s essential’ 


12580? 
INDIA 


Il! Bombay Prostitute Said To Carry AIDS Virus 
54500164 Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
IS Jul 88 p § 


[Text] Bombay, 17 July—A 27-year old prostitute from 


the city’s red light area who was admitted to the JJ 
Hospital on 7 July, ts suspected to be infected with 
AIDS. public health authorities confirmed here today 
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The western blot method carned out by the National 
Institute of Virology. has concluded that the AIDS virus 
had entered the woman's body but her case had not 
become a “tull-blown™ one yet. 


The victim was admitted to the hospital with symptoms 
of malaise, fever and sweating on 7 July at 11:40 a.m. 
and was transferred to the skin and VD ward where she 
was isolated for treatment 


Dr M.S. Bhadkamkar, joint director of health services 
and state's AIDS officer, clarified that this was the 
second case of AIDS though it appears to be a “clinically 
infected one™ as the symptoms and signs of the disease 
were absent 


Unlike in the first case where the disease had developed 
and progressed to a stage where the victim succumbed to 
the scourge on 19 June, the second victim, in all proba- 
bility, may survive for a longer period than the first, he 
said 


Generally, Dr Bhadkamkar pointed out, barely 20 per- 
cent of the infected people actually developed the disease 
which could take from 29 months to 5 or more years to 
manifest itself. 


He sail the human immuno-deficiency virus had 
entered the woman's body and all investigations were 
currently being carned out to check its advance 


412232 


‘Indian Strain’ of AIDS Suspected in Madras 
Death 
$4500163 Bombay TIMES OF INDIA in English 


[Text] Madras, 18 July (PT1)}—India’s first death of an 
AIDS-positive patient who acquired the virus ‘indige- 
nously’ occurred in Vellore, Tamil Nadu, on 14 May 


The patient, 58-year-old teacher, 1s suspected to have 
been infected when he underwent a bloo4 transfusion at 
the Christian Medical College Hospital, Vellore, author- 
itative sources said 


They said checks on the donor of the infected blood had 
revealed that while being promiscuous, he had not had 
any outside contact, giving rise to the question whether 
there was an ‘indigenous’ strain of the AIDS virus. 


12232 


Epidemics Taking Heavy Toll in Bihar Towns 
54500166 Madras THE HINDU in English 
23 Jul 88 pil 


[Text] Patna, 22 Jnly—Jaundice, cholera, gastro-cnte- 
ritis and enteric fever have broken out in an epidemic 
form in many towns of Bihar, including the State capital, 
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Patna, and in the countryside as a result of the highly 
polluted water supply. No official figures of the number 
of deaths caused by these diseases are available, but 
children are the worst victims 


According to unofficial sources, however, in the state 
capital, out of an average of 200 to 250 patients afflicted 
with these ailment’, at least 40 are dying every day. The 
normal functioniny of the Patna Medical College Hospi- 
tal and Naland= Medical College Hospital has been 
affected on account of the prolonged strike by junio- 
doctors and on an average only 50 to 60 patients are 
admitted in the former and 30 to 35 patients in the latter. 
Those who can afford it, prefer to be treated in the highly 
expensive private clinics of government or private doc- 
tors. 


Biharsharif, the district headquarters of Nalanda, is 
among the worst-hit towns in the state where scores of 
patients, mostly children, have died of these epidemics, 
which have assumed alarming proportions, Dr Isri Asraf, 
a private practitioner of Biharsharif, told this correspon- 
dent over trunk telephone last night that although he was 
attending to the patients round-the-clock, he ws unable 
to cope with the unusually large number of cases being 
brought to him. “It is humanly impossible for me to treat 
such a large number of patients,” Dr Isri Asraf, who is a 


general physician, said. 


Doctors in Patna say the epidemic cannot be controlled 
as long as drinking water remains polluted. To make 
matters worse, Patna and other towns of the state are 
striking in the wake of the 56-year-old strike by the 
employees of corporations and municipalities, which 
ended only two days ago. In between there was a strike 
by the Patna Water Board employces 


Following a directive to the State Government by the 
Patna High Court to install clorinators to purify potable 
water in Patna, Rs |2 laki s was allotted by the govern- 
ment to the Patna Water Board, which in its turn bought 
$2 clorinators from a Calcutta-based firm allegedly with- 
Out testing their quality 


412232 
Papers Report on Spreading Cholera Epidemic 


Dethi Death Toll 
$4500165 New Dethi PATRIOT in English 
28 Jul 88 p 3 


[Text] While reporting || more cholera/gastro-enteritis 
deaths in the capital on Thursday, the Delhi Adminis- 
tration’s official release put the toll at 180 Incidentally, 
171 deaths were reported till Wed esday 


The mystery of two missing cases 1s not a typing error 
but a failure of the administration's ‘statistical machin- 
ty. The mistake, which was made on Monday, was 
not,. d only on Thursday 
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Explaining the error, the official spokesman said that on 
Monday the death-roll was declared as 143, which 
included 2 deaths reported from the All-India Institute 
of Medical Sciences. However, it was later confirmed 
that no cholera deaths had taken place at the hos pital 
that day, the spokesman added. 


Of the 11 deaths reported on Thursday, 3 cach were 
reported form GTB and JP Hospitals, 2 each from the 
AIIMS and Safda-jung and | from the ESI Hospital. 


Out of the 238 fresh cases of cholera/gastro-cntertis 
admitted to different hospitals on Thursday, 34 were 
confirmed to be cholera positive, taking the tally of such 
cases to 505. So far 14,712 patients have reported to 
various hospitals for treatment of cholera/gastro-ente- 
ritis and about 7,333,000 people imoculated against 
cholera, according 'o the official release. 


April Figures Suppressed 
S4S00165 New Dethi PATRIOT in Enelish 
27 Jul 88 pl 


[Article by Soma Basu] 


[Text] Did the cholera ‘epidemic’ in the Capital this year 
actually break out in April and not in July, as, 1s being 
officially claimed” 


Documentary evidence available in the microbiology 
laboratory of the JP Hospital shows frum that April to 
June at least 44 confirmed cases of cholera were 
reported, while the number of such cases in July ull date 
is 45. However, the hospital authorities deny all cases 
between April and June and put the figure for positive 
cholera cases in July at four only 


On 31 May, in-charge of the diarrhoea ward of the 
pacdiatric department Dr S.K. Mittal wrote a letter (No 
FI/IV/88 MC/Paediatric 681) to the medical superinien- 
dent stating that “we have received 26 cholera cases this 
month and informing the hospital authorities that there 
was a “sudden spurt” in the number of causes 


In another letter (No 1/11/88-MC/Paediatric/ 710) dated 4 
June, Dr Mittal, in response to an enquiry from the MS 
office, gave the arcawise distribution of these cases, 
which indicaied that most of the cases were from Trans- 
Yamuna and Old Dethi areas with a few in other corners 
of the city 


No Action 


According to sources, the authorities failed to act on 
either of these letters. The Delhi Administration was also 
not notified about the cases. If timely action had been 
taken the situation wouldn't have turned so grim, 
pointed out semor doctors of the Paediatric Department 
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Microtiology laboratory technicians also revealed that 
they had identified and isolated a common strain of the 
cholera bacteria im all the 99 cases reported between 
April and July. The serotype “Ogawa™ has been estab- 
lished in all these cases, yet efforts to send them to the 
National Institute of Communicable Diseases have not 
been made, lamented a doctor. 


Cholera strain: A lot of hue and cry has been created over 
the identification of the cholera strain and hence the 
“ineffectiveness” of anti-cholera vaccine is being 
explained. It was only last weet that the Municipal 
Health Officer disclosed (based on NICD reports) that 
the strain had been isolated as cholera ELTOR 


But had the J? Hospital authorities informed the 
Admuinistration’s health department about the strain 
identified in their laboratory, more specific measures 
could have been taken by now. said a pacdiatrician. The 
paediatric war acted on time but for “reasons unknown” 
the hospital administration turned a blind eye, doctors 
complained. 


It 1s learnt that when Health Minister Motilal Vora went 
on an inspection of JP Hospital last Foday and specifi- 
cally asked accompanying officials about arrangements 
made for the isolation of cholera cases in the hospital 
Deputy Medical Superintendent Dr Kailash Raizada 
informed “that there was no cholera cases reported in the 
hospital.” 


This “musleading™ answer has baffled quite 4 few doctors 
in the hospital. Four positive cases of cholera were 
reported in April, 26 in May, 14 in June and 45 in July, 
as per the hospital's own records, yet the DMS evaded 
the authentic response. 


When this reporter contacted the DMS to find out 
“why,” he insisted that the mentioned number of cases 
had “only undergone stool examination to confirm the 
presence of cholera” and maintained that the number 
reported from his hospital so far is just four. And that 1s 
what the daily Dethi Administration release also claims 


Doctors in the paediatric department are also puzzied as 
to why the suspected cholera cases from the medicine 
department are not being sent to microbiology labor »- 
tory for confirmation tests. Besides, a special diarrhoea 
ward run by the paediatric department for the last | year 
was suddenly closed down on 7 July. The only reason 
could be to show the administration that “we are not 
receiving Many cases,” pointed out some agitated doc- 
tors. But where is the need to hide the real facts. This 
question is bothering many a concerned staff of the 
hospital. 

Walkout in Parliament 
54500165 Madras THE HINDU in English 
28 Jul 88 p 6 


Text] New Dethi, 27 July—The entire Opposition in the 
ajya Sabha today walked out in protest against the 
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Health Minister, Mr Mot: Lal Vora’s “unsatisfactory™ 
reply to the demand for fixing political responsibility for 
the cholera outbreak in the capital and action against the 


guiliy 


Mr Vora who was replying to clarifications sought by 
members on his statement on the issuc, sand dismissal of 
the Lt Governor or some other officials would not solve 
the problem. Concerted action was immediately needed 


to tackle the problem 


Members said the outbreak of the cholera epidemic in 
Dethi wndicated the failure of the Government and tts 
agencies in providing the most basic necessities to the 
people. The administration had failed to react to reports 
of people dying of gastro-cnteritss and cholera for 3 
weeks and it was only after the prime minister, Mr Raji 
Gandhi visited the affected localitees on 22 July that “a 
tume-bound action plan” was launched 


Mr V. Gopalsamy (DMK) said that cholera had returned 
to India—declared free of the discase by the World 
Health Organisation because the government chose to 
divert scarce funds for holding international “melas” 
like the Non-Aligned Meet 


Mr M.S. Gurupadaswamy (Janata), Mr Ramnarayan 
Goswami (CPI-M) and Mr Gurudas Das Gupta (CPI) 
demanded that the Delhi Lt Governor, Mr HL. Kapur 
and semor administration officials resign for “their 
failure” to tackle the situation in a responsible manner 


Prof C. Lakshamanna (TDP) said the minister in hes 
statement had made no mention of arcas in West Delhi 
affected by the epidemic. Opposition members. he said, 
had visited Raghubir Nagar in West Delhi, among other 
areas, where they found piles of garbage, choked drains, 
unsafe water supply and numerous people suffering from 
the disease 


Government Action promised: In the Lok Sabha, the 
Home Minister, Mr Buta Singh, assured the members 
that imamediate action would be taken against those 
responsible for the situation leading to the outbreak of 
cholera and gastro enteritis 


The minister was responding to clarifications sought by 
several agitated members immediately after health min- 
ister, Mr Motilal Vora made a statement about the 
outbreak of cholera in the Trans-Yamuna colonies 


Over 12,000 cases reported: In hes statement, Mr Vora 
said the number of such cases reported till yesterday was 
12,529, of which 427 had been identified as cholera 
positive. The outbreak was caused mainly by contami- 
nation of water as residents in the affected areas had 
been getting water from handpumips, which were sub- 
merged under rain water and contaminated with accu- 
mulated garbage and faccal matter 
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Mr Vora said a time-bound programme had been drawn 
up for the control of the outbreak, which included 
expeditious removal of garbage. cleaning of choked 
drains, ensuring availability of potable water, sending 
mobile medical teams and mss inoculation 


The government was continuously monitoring the impic- 
mentation of the preventive and curative measures. A 
massive immunisation programme for prevention of 
cholera, with a target of nine lakh peopic, had been 
launched and five lakh people had been inoculated this 
month. 


Uttar Pradesh Deaths 
S4S500165 New Dethi PATRIOT in English 
29 Jul 88 p 2 


[Text] Lucknow, 28 July (PTI}—At least 157 people. 
including women and children, have so far died of 
cholera and gastro-cnteritss in 30 districts of Uttar 
Pradesh during the current monsoon season, the joint 
director of the State Directorate of Medical and Health 
Services, Dr V.N. Misra said today 


Dr Misra said the dreaded diseases were spreading in an 
epidemic form mainiy in the northern and castern parts 
of the state. 


Her sand Varanasi, Mizapur, Meerut and a part of 
Ghaziabad were the worst affected districts, with the 
maximum number of 22 casualties being reported from 
Varanasi 


Umon Minister of State for Agriculture, Shyam Lal, 
visited the affected a.:as in Varanasi and instructed 
medical authorities to take necessary steps to check the 


epidemic on a war footing. 


He said the outbreak was caused mainly by comtam- 
nated drinking water and accumulation of garbage A 
time bound programme was required to control the 
epidemic, he added. 
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Outbreak in Calcutta 
S4500165 Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
27 Jul 88 p 3 


[Text] Close on the heels of the Behala oi! tragedy an 
outbreak of gastro-cnteritss and Cholera the city has 
created new difficulties for the Calcutta Municipal Cor- 
poration authorities. The outbreak was reported form 
different parts of the city and between Saturday and 
Tuesday at least 251 such pat ents were admutted to the 
Infectious Disease Hospital at Behaghata, according to 
the hospital sources. About $4 patients suffering from 
gastro-enteritis were admitted to the hospital on Tucs- 
day 


Mr Subodh Dey, member of the Mayor-in-Council in 
charge of health, however, said 24 patients were admit- 
ted to the hospital between Saturday and Monday. He 
also claimed that none of the patients was suffering from 
cholera 


The Mayor, Mr Kamal Basu. sand was not a very 
serious matter as the outbreak was stated to be a normal 
annual occurrence that takes place during and after 
monsoon. He said the magnitude of the outbreak was 
being studied and officials had been instructed to try and 
contain the spread of the disease 


Mr Dey, who also described the outbreak as a normal 
annual occurrence, said special attention was being paid 
to the localitees adjorning the Corporation areca in the 
wake of a few deaths at Sonarpur. The worst-affected 
areas within the Corporation area were Tilala and 
Tangra, he added 


The civic authorities have taken some steps to check the 
spread of the disease. Health officers have been asked to 
disinfect the water sources, collect water samples and 
Start inoculation drives 


The state government has sent a team of doctors to Rishi 
Rajnagar Gram Panchayat near Garia in the South 
24-Parganas on Tuesday following a report of an out- 
break of gastro-enterites in the area. Mr Prasanta Sur, 
Health Minister, sand that no details were available so 
far 
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FRANCE 


Increase in Number of AIDS Cases, Decline in 
HIV Virus 

S400 2538 Helanta HUFL LC DSTADSBLADET im 
Swedish 1? Aug 88 p ~ 


[Artacle by Nima Sergetrus] 


[Text] AIDS, the disease attacking the ummune system. 
has mncreased in Finland, at the same tyme as the cases of 
HIV virus, whech Ieads to AIDS, have dropped 


“Today, the situation ts that 22 new cases of HIV virus 
have been diagnosed during the first 6 months of this 
year, while the corresponding figure a year before was 35 
new HIV -positives.” This was reported by Satu Hovi. an 
mspector at the Medical Administration 


“Al the same tome however, more people are ill with AIDS 
So far, % cases of AIDS have been detected. At the start of 
thes year, Finlan had 24 cases of AIDS.” added How: 


Of the % persons hit by AIDS, 20 have died. and of the 
'* who carry the iiness, 3 are living abroad 


Hovi pomted out that the number of HIV cases tends to 
mecrease toward the end of the year, when the results of 
romances of spring and summer begin to bear frurt. In fact. 
it may take several months before the disease seen in 
blood tests. 


Altogether in Finland, 226 cases of HIV-positive have 
been diagnosed, and the number includes the % cases 
where the virus has led to AIDS 


Hovi estemates that a little over 200 Finns currently are 
carrying the HIV virus, which sooner or later im turn leads 


always to death 


Now in the Aland Islands 


“Over 0 of the HIV-virus carners are foreigners,” 
reported Hovi, pointing out that by no means all of them 
are living in Finland. “Some have had themselves tested 
here, subsequently returning to their homeland.” 


Hovi stated that it 1s on}) in Oulu County where no cases 
of HIV or AIDS are found 


“The Aland Islands were long free of HIV, but now the 
disease has spread there also.” sand Hovi 


WEST EL ROPE bs] 


He reported that peopic have had themsctves tested for 
AIDS om large numbers also thes vear Hove also stated 
that the HIV disease has not spread among the hetero. 
sexual population to the cxtent feared al onc stage 


“AIDS contenucs to be an dines affectong '. cll educated 
middic-aged men. he asscricd 


Accordine to the most recent micrnatronal statrstics 
from 31 July. today the workd has 108.176 regestered 


cases of AIDS 
09se9 
GREECE 
Poll Results on Attitudes Toward AIDS 


S#0025.26 Athens AYRIAAATIATELEVTHEROTYPIA 
im Grech 3 Jul 88 pp 44-45 


[Report by Abristrna Kora:] 


[Text] Four out of five mhabitants of western Atte: 
believe that the number of AIDS cases mm our country 
will mncrease thes summer with the influs of tourrsts. OF 
thes number, 77 percent propose thal tourmsts must have 
a health certificate. } percent propese that tourrnm be 
restricted and 2 percent propose an altogether extreme 
and unfeasible measure, namely the closing of the fron 
ters’ Only S$ percent propose properly mforming the 
citizens about AIDS 


It must be ported out that the same peopic. by a margin 
of one to two, place AIDS alongside pollution (in asso- 
ciation with quctkea od radwactive substances) and 
unemployrrent as the thce promanly serous problems 
being facet’ by modern Cireck society. Specifically, the 
AIDS and pottution msues show the great concern of the 
citizens atwrut these problems that constitute a matter of 
hfe or death 


The above statistics come from a poll conducted by 
students of the visiting nurses division of the TEI [ Tech. 
nological Traming Institutes) of Athens in November 
and December 1987 within the contest of the course 
“Research Methodology ~ 


The poll was conducted in nine municipalities of western 
Attik: (Agro: Anargyro:, Agia Varvara, Aigaico, Kama- 
tero, Nea Leosia, Nea Khalkidona, Peristen, Petroupolrs 
and Khaidari). The population sample taking part in the 
poll-816 persons of whom 497 were men and 419 
women—was chosen on strictly screntific criteria 
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TABLE 1. AIDS and Potleticn 
(m perceet) 
Moen Boomer 
ProtMerms 
Age 1® 25 > 35 Way Total Lo. 45 ws Total 
Pollut ron—radraactive 
and nucicar substances $3 +9 6} sy 0 " oh 
LU nemphoy ment 6s Ss i ‘a $1 as 43 $I) 
AIDS 3” 4} ” a vs ai as 
(rome va Ww 4) w a} as Ww 4) 
Possstelity of wer ha MS 27 “ ” “ a ‘2 
High cost of liweng 21 ‘) ‘I 7 1 23 i" 20 
Highway accidents 16 \4 14 1s 10 13 is 13 


‘From Deor te Deer’ 


The role of the students was to gather answers on the 
question sheet by goung “door to door” Thies was fol- 
lowed by a statestecal analyses of the answers on a 
computer by the poll coordmator Grannn Adbhaoutakrs 
a sorvologist and teacher of the course “Research Meth- 
odology ~ Cooperating in the poll were Katerima [ rortr: 
a socrologist, and Meipomen: Storkidou. a 5 rsiting nurse 
both teach at the TE! 


The first part of the poll related to informueng the publ 
about AIDS (published im the 14 April 1985 msue of 
ELEVTHEROTY PIA). while the second part, hemng pub 
shed today m AYRIAKATIAI ELEVTHEROTYO. 
PIA. relates to the topecs: AIDS and tourrsem., precaution 
ary csamenations, AIDS mm relatron to other serious 
social problems (high cost of brving. uaemployment 
possitulity of war, pollution, etc ) 


TABLE 2. Te what extent are vou afraid of ATTN” 


(mm percent) 
Men Women 
Age 1625 15 ws Total 16.25 ~,. 15 w 49 Total 
For your sacial mibew ws M4 “4 7 a” 19 4 » 
For your family s ? 1? ) ‘ ‘ i! + 
For yourselves 16 . ’ 10 . ’ ’ ’ 
Fo. all of the above 2 ? ? ? ! ? ? 2 
For none of the shove ‘8 $i} $8 aa a 4 61 ‘4 


A Few Conclusions 


A few of the most important conclusions of thes part of 
the poll were the following 


1. In case their sexual partner were to be infected by the 
AIDS virus, seven in 10 of those polled said they would 
cut off the relationship at once (4) percent) or would 
discreetly back out (15 percent) or would mamta only 
friendly relations (23 percent) Only WO percent would 
continue the relationship by taking prophylactic mea- 
sures 


The overwhelming majority of those polled—9) per 
cent—bDeheve that the danger of getting AIDS docs not 
affect them personally 


2. A SO percent of those polled mamtain that it is the 
responsibility of the citizens themselves to undergo 
AIDS tests, while 29 percent feel that all crtizens between 
16 and 58 years of age must undergo AIDS tests whether 
they hike it of not 


This « followed by an analyers of poll statrsteics m a 
wmplified manner so as to be wenderstandablc to the 
reader 


4 $9 percent of men and 4! percent of women would 
agree to undergo an AIDS test im case thew sexual 
partner were to request i 


A 37 percent of men and $) percent of women would 
agree to it On condition that the sexual partner would 
also cons ai to taking the test 


4 3 percent of men and 6 percent of women would refuse 
to take the test 


However, regardicss of the fact that a large number of 
those polled agreed to take the test mm case the partner 
were to request it, 6 percent of men and |! percent of 
women, finally, would have a psychological problem 
about it. In other words, then feelings vis-a-vis then 


partner would be wpect if they were asked to take a test 
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A 9 percent of men wad |) percent of women ansecred 
that « would “perhaps” bother them. ehule 7 peroent 
“did not know™ how they would react to such 2 question 


by thew partner 
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The mayporty. at any cate. that «= 7S percent of the 
population. marntam that thew feelengs toward theo 
paertacr would not be wpect of the partner asked that they 
be tested for AIDS 


TABLE 3. 0 weer parteer bee AIDS 


(= percest) 

Mer ¥ omen 
Age 1625 48 “49 Total LS 15 wae Total 
1 would cut off 
the ser ual relatronship 27 27 M4 ~~ * oo Ww 4 
| would dracreetly 
back ow! 19 9 3 1? 17 ‘ 16 14 
| would marntann only 
fmendly clatrons a] 17 1) rs w » 4 
| would continue earth 
prophylactx .ncaserts 16 7 5 ye 27 1) LD w 
Fear of Catching AIDS AIDS Test 


About half the population (5! percent) belewes that 
there 1s a danger that they themecives or someone im 
thew family or social milbeu would get AIDS, while 49 
percent beleve that sh a danger docs not concern 
them. More specifically, 31 percent of men and 28 
percent of women believe that someone im thei soc! 
mulbeu might get . A 9 percent beleves thal a member 
of thew family might get t, while 10 percent of men and 
? percent of women beleve that they themecives are m 


danger im getting it 


On the other hand, 48 percent of men and $4 percent of 
women beleve that there no danger for themecives 
thei farmily or social corcle 


A 29 percent of men and 35 percent of women polled 
would cut off their relationship im case thew sexual 
partner would be infected by the AIDS wirws 


A 17 percent of men and 14 percent of women would 
discreetly pull back, while 25 percent of men and 2! 
percent of women would maintain only friendly rela 
tons 


A 29 percent of men and WO percent of women would 
continue thei sexual relationship by taking prophy lactx 
measures 


TABLE 4 If your partecr asked thet you be tested (in percent) 


Men Women 
Age 16-49 16-49 
| would be epee 6 i! 
| would perhaps be epeet . 12 
| would not be wpert " ” 
1 do not know ? ? 


A 31 percent of men and 27 percent of women beheve 
that the entere population between 16 and $8 years of age 
must take an AIDS test 


A 13 percent of men and 16 percent of women leave the 
right of choosing to do s to the mdividual humecif 
while, on the other hand, 45 percent of men and W 
percent of women belewe that “i 6 the responsibelity of 
every ctiven™ of an AIDS test «6 to be takes oF not 


A small percentage} percent of the population 
behbeves that the test necessary 


A 7) percent of the population beleve that now with 
summer here and with the increased number of tourrsts 
coming to our country the number of AIDS cases will 
merease. Only 6 percent of men and 4 percen: of women 
do not lnk tourism with AIDS, whole 15 percert of men 
and 16 percent of women say that they do not know if the 
number of AIDS cases well morease because of toursem 


Cf the overall number of thes polied who answered thar 
the number of AIDS cases «ill moerease thes summer 
from the wnflua of tourists, 74 percent of men and &) 
percent uf women proposed that towrrsts should he 
provided with a health certificate 


A ) percent proposed that the fronteers be closed and 3 
percent of men and 4 percent of women proposed that 
measures be taken to restrict towrrem 


A small percentage? percent of men and | percent of 
wormen—proposed that tourrsts be tested for AIDS at the 
frontier before entering the country 


A 1} percent of men and § percent of women proposed 
that nothing whatsoever be done A small percentage 
percent of men and 4 percent of women— proposed that 
4 4 protective measure against AIDS and irrespective of 
its ConMection with towrmm the citizens De property 
informed about AIDS 
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TABLE S. be tourteee te blame and te @het extent” (ie perceet) 
Men Women 
Age 16-25 6.35 wae Total 16-25 6-35 Way Total 
va a) ” 5} 7? log 5” 0 7? 
No ’ $ ‘ 6 ; ? ? 4 
Perhaps 2? 14 10 is Ww ’ 9 16 
1 do act knoe ’ 2 2 ? j ‘4 4 5 
S671 pledge can cause tremendous mental burdens for police 
officers of prison guards who are attacked by prisoners 
ICELAND known to belong to high-risk groups 


20 Percent Screened for AIDS 
540005 20 Reviogwd NEUS FROWU ICELAND 
English 20 Sep B88 p ? 


[Text] Twenty percent of loclanders between 15 and 64 
have been screened for the AIDS werws, according to 
information from the National Burcau of Public Health 
This positive response to a publicity campaign shout 
AIDS 1s far higher than im other Nordic countries, where 
10-15 percent hawe been screened 


Members of high-risk groups. such as homosexuals. drug 
users, etc. have proved drsproportionately reluctant to 
undergo «xreening, however Forty-two cases of AIDS 
have now been diagnosed im loecland The majority are 
homosexual or bisexual maics, while four women have 
contracted the discase—one of them by Dood transfu- 
won. An cxccpthron to the general patiern of AIDS 
infection +s that no hemophihacs mm Iceland have caught 
the disease via Mood transfuson iceland 1s now [rn] the 
10th to | 2th place mm Europe om terms of the mcdence of 
AIDS 


NORWAY 
Confidentiality Rules in Treating Aids Being 
Reassessed 


S400) 5 34d Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norweretat 
18 Aug BR ps 


[Article by Lars Rise 
Reassessed | 


‘Confidentiality Pledge for HIV 


[Text] The confidentiality rules in connection with HIV 
testing will now be reassessed Physicians can be ordered 
to provide information about HIV test results when 
there 1 reason to fear thal other persons may becom: 
infected Yesterday, Minister of Justice Helen Bostcrud 
sent a letter to Minister of Soceal Affairs Towe Strand 
CGrerhardsen in which she refers to a possible need for 
changing the physicians responsibility law 


Behind the proposal 6 an inquiry to cabinet monster 
Rosterud from the Justine Committee's deputy leader 
Harald Eliefsen (Conservative Party) He behewes that 
the current rule for enforcing the confidertiality pledge 
protects perpetrators of violence The confidentiality 


“We've recently had several examples of police officers 
and jailers wlio were so badly bitten by pugnacious 
prisoners that biocd flowed What's also happened is 
that arrestees—in order to spread fear—have sought to 
mtumedate people by saying they have AIDS. A while 
hack. a pohce officer on Oslo had a harrowing expenence 
a cromenal punkee ensisted on his might te refuse to take a 
blood test. despite the fact that he had badly bitten the 
pohoe officer during an arrest and claimed. in addition. 
he was infected with HIV.” says Eliefsen to AFTEN.- 
POSTEN 


For Moenaths 


In thes case, the police officer had to live for months with 
wroertamnty and anaicty Because the crimenal refused to 
consent to an HIV test, the district attorney first had to 
obtain a court order to have the test performed. “When 
someone 1s stopped and suspected of drunken driving. 
you're automatically allowed to perform a blood test, 
even without the consent of the accused. It's high time 
we also considered semplifying the procedure for HIV 
testing mm situations where « obviously ought to be 
done.” says Eliefsen. He promises the government it can 
count on broad support if the recommendation 1s made 
to change the rule the way the Conservative Party 
wishes 


In her letter to the Minister of Soceal Affairs, the Minis 
ter of Justice pomts out that the concept “patient,” as is 
evident from paragraph 26 of the physicians respons- 
tity law, does not include persons who may be infected 
by the patent. Today a physician presumably has no 
duty to inform possibly infected persons about the risk 
A change should therefore be serrously weighed so that 
consuderation for preventive health care receives top 
proority, reads the letter 


12327/12225 
Public Health Supports Free Medical 
Care for HIV Carriers 

540025 32h Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 

6 Aug SA pd 

[Article “Free Medical Care for HIV Carners”] 


[Teast] Trondhewnm— The Public Health Depariment rec 
ommends that HIV carners receive free caaminations., 











JIPRS-TEP-88-018 
19 September 1988 


consultations, and guidance. Those who visit the health 
service for HIV antibody testing should also be exempt 
from paying. This emerges from a letter from the Public 
Health Department to the Ministry of Social Affairs, to 
the National Social Insurance Administration, and to 
county pPysicians. 


The reason for this proposal is that the financial plight of 
many HIV carriers is such that they avoid seeking 
medical help because of the copayment. The measure 
would assure that as many persons as possible visit the 
public health service to have themselves tested or to get 
help and guidance. 


12326/12223 


Intravenous Drug Users Found Frequent Takers of 
HIV Test 

54002533a Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 

15 Aug 88 p 4 


{Article by Kristin Flood: “Drug Addicts Have Them- 
selves Tested Often for HIV”) 


[Text] Intravenous drug users are quick to have them- 
selves tested for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). 
New studies by the State Institute for Alcohol and Drug 
Research indicate low numbers of intravenous drug 
users test positive for HIV. 


At the turn of the year, the State Institute for Public 
Health had registered 256 HIV-positive intravenous 
drug users. It 1s assumed that there are between 70 and 
100 unregistered HIV-positive intravenous drug users. 
This emerges from an article by Ole-Jorgen Skog and 
Astrid Skretting, of the State Institute for Alcohol and 
Drug Research, in a recent issue of the Medical Society's 
journal. 


The institute has examined and interviewed intravenous 
drug users picked up by Oslo police during the autumn of 
1987. The results show that it is common for intravenous 
drug users to have themselves tested to find out whether 
they are infected with HIV. Seventy-eight percent of 
those picked up had had themselves tested, more women 
than men. Most of those with the highest risk—but few 
of those with the lowest risk—had had themselves tested. 


Few of the substance abusers examined share needles 
with others: nearly 80 percent replied that they never 
did, while 20 percent said they did now and then. In the 
group of those who occasionally shared needles with 
others, more HIV-positive persons were found than 
among those who never lent needles. 


12327/12223 
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New Treatment for Condyloma Reported 
$4002533c Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
1] Aug 88 p 4 


[Article by Anne Lise Stafne: “New Medication for 
Dangerous Venereal Disease™’] 


[Text] The venereal disease condyloma—venereal 
warts—is receiving more and more atiention from phy- 
sicians and health authorities. The warts are caused by a 
virus which is also closely linked to cancer of the 
genitals, so early diagnosis and treatment are very 
important. The Swedes have developed a new medica- 
tion for condyloma which is now used in all the Nordic 
countries and is on the way to the international market. 


For a number of years Norwegian physician Geo von 
Krogh, of the Caroline Hospital in Stockholm, has stud- 
ied the human papiloma virus which causes condyloma. 
He also has good experiences with the new drug Wartec, 
which 1s used to swab the warts. 


“Roughly half of those treated with the drug are cured of 
visible warts, and four out of five persons become better 
after repeated treatment,” says Geo von Krogh. 


Condyloma appears in three forms: as pointed warts, as 
a slight swelling, or as a flat, practically invisible tumor 
on skin or mucous membrane. The dis.ase 1s transmitted 
primarily by sexual intercourse, and occurs most often in 
the age group 15-29. There are thought to be roughly 
4,000 cases in Norway, but there are probably more 
persons who are infected without knowing it. The time 
between initial infection and outbreak of condyloma is 
1-8 months, and this makes the disease difficult to fight. 


12327/12223 
SWEDEN 


Fewer HIV Cases Despite Youth Apathy Toward 
Campaign 


HIV Spread Forecast Worse 
$4002527a DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
1S Jul 88 p 6 
[Article by Anette \ yman: “Fewer New HIV Cases” ] 
[Text] HIV-infection is not spreading as rapidly in 
Sweden as had been feared by researchers. The number 
of reported HIV-cases dropped from 32 cases in January 
to 23 in May 


However, the annual statistics, which according to SBL 
[National Bacteriological Laboratory] are rather unreli- 
able, showing figures which are somewhat too high, 
nevertheless clearly reveal that the number of recorded 
cases in Sweden 1s declining 





JPRS-TEP-88-018 
19 September 1988 


In 1985, when the recording of HIV-cases began, 763 
persons were recorded as HIV-positive. In 1986, the 
figure was 577, and last year 435 cases were recorded. 
That is less than 2,000 HIV-positive people in Sweden. 


Seventy percent of the country’s HIV-infected are found 
in Stockholm. Dr Karl-Fredrik de Ron, a physician 
involved in the prevention of contagious diseases, Karo- 
linska Hospital, states that approximately 10 people in 
Stockholm are recorded as HIV-positive every month. 


“However, it is difficult to assess the actual spread of the 
epidemic. The test merely shows that a person is HIV- 
positive, but it does not show for how long that has been 
the case,” says Dr de Ron. 


In Stockholm, approximately 500 cases of klamydia are 
recorded every month. 


“That is considerably less than expected by the National 
Board of Health and Welfare. In its report, which forms 
the basis for the recording, since | April, of klamydia as 
a venereal disease, the National Board of Health and 
Welfare estimated that approximately | 500 cases would 
be reported every month,” says Dr de Ron. 


When gonorrhea infections were at their highest level, 
11,038 cases were recorded. That was in 1971. Since 
then, the number of reported cases has been continu- 
ously declining. In 1987, only 694 cases were reported. 


“Syphilis has been nearly eradicated,” says Dr de Ron. 


Every year, 30 cases are reported in Stockholm. Com- 
pared to 188 cases in 1973. Syphilis primarily affects 
people within the 20-40 age range. Gonorrhea and 
klamydia, on the other hand, first and foremost affect 
young people in their twenties. Isolde Julin, a nurse with 
the department of dermatology and venereal diseases at 
Karolin: ka Hospital, encounters many teenagers in her 
work every day. 


“They come here to find out if they have become 
infected with some kind of venereal disease.” 


Youth Discount AIDS Threat 
$4002527a Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
16 Jul 88 p 7 


[Article by Katarina Hjordisdotter: “Researchers on 
Young People and AIDS: They Are Not Afraid”) 


[Text] Young people do not regard HIV and AIDS as a 
threat to their own lives. As long as one knows how the 
virus infection takes place, it is possible to control one’s 
situation. Their fear of dangers, such as environmental 
disasters and nuclear wars, is much greater. 


WEST EUROPE 


“It is not true, as many people claim and believe. that 
young people become fearful and panicky when it comes 
to AIDS. The disease is not perceived as a major threat,” 
says Gunilla Jaribro, Ph D, with the Institute of Sociol- 
ogy at Lund University. 


At the request of the AiUsS committee, she has inter- 
viewed in depth 130 young people from various parts of 
the country within the 16-21 year age range. It appears 
trom the interviews that although young people, from a 
purely intellectual point of view, regard AIDS and HIV 
as a serious problem, they have no personal fears 


By changing one’s sexual habits and using condoms, it is, 
of course, possible for oneself to check and influence the 
risk of AIDS infection, young people reason. On the 
other hand, it is difficult to do anything about the threat 
to the environment and the risk of nuclear war 


According to Gunilla Jarlbro, young people are quite 
knowledgeable when it comes to transmission of infec- 
tion and the risk of infection—information that they 
often receive via the mass media. The interviews she has 
had with them confirm once again that the talk in the 
sixties and the seventies of sexual liberation is a thing of 
the pasi. Tcday, the emphasis is on faithfulness and the 
importance of getting to know one another before start- 
ing a sexual relationship. 


On the other hand, the 16- to 21-year-old respondenis 
knew little of the venereal disease klamydia. And hardly 
any of them were familiar with the AIDS-testing facili- 
ties that were available within their own municipality 


“It appeared from the interviews that young people most 
often associate safe sex with the use of contraceptives to 
avoid pregnancy. The fear of unwanted pregnancy 
appears greater than the fear of becoming infected with a 
venereal disease.” 


Gunilla Jaribro’s study based on interviews, moreover, 
shows that the attitudes of young people toward contra- 
ceptives and the sex education they have received in 
their homes are class-related. 


In middle-class homes, boys learn that they have to use 
condoms, otherwise they will have babies. Gurls from the 
same environment often had not received any sex edu- 
cation at all, which in the report is interpreted as a 
message to the effect that they should preferably not 
become involved with sex 


On the other hand, girls from working-class homes were 
urged to use the pili. . vey are told that men are unreli- 
able and that the condom does not provide sufficient 
protection. 


“It 18 not too strange that, like in other education, there 
will be class-related differences as well when it comes to 
the family’s sex education,” says Gunilla Jarlbro 
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The young people also stated that they are tired of 
impersonal information campaigns on AIDS. Instead, 
they want to learn more from discussions in small 
groups, led by adult experts. 


Sexually Active Least Concerned 
54002527a Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
17 Jul 88 p 8 


[Article by Katarina Hjordisdotter: “AIDS Campaign 
Has No Effect on Young People} 


[Text] Young Swedes who are sexually most active were 
not influenced by the campaign of the AIDS committee 
last spring. Their sex habits remain the same, and the 
condom did not become a more popular contraceptive 
within this group. 


On the other hand, an increasing number of Swedes 
among “the normal population” have started using the 
condom following the anti-AIDS campaign of the com- 
mittee in May of 1987. 


Among singles without permanent sex partners, the use 
of the condom has doubled during the past year, from 25 
percent to 50 percent. 


This appears from statistics compiled by Bengt Brorsson, 
an associate professor of socia! medicine at Uppsala 
University. 


“The result points to the same pattern which may always 
be observed when it comes to various forms of contra- 
ceptives. Those taking the greatest risks are the ones least 
liable to protect themselves,” Bent Brorsson says. 


“That is why it does not serve any real purpose to 
continue condom campaigns, since the information does 
not reach the group with many sex partners.” 


Inquiries 


The research material is based cn inquiries made among 
visitors to open receptions for skin and venereal diseases 
at eight locations in the country. Nearly 400 men and 
200 women of the 18-24 age group answered the ques- 
tions asked both before and after the dissemination of 
information by the anti-AIDS committe. 


Among those visiting the receptions (referred to as vein 
groups), 55 percent reported that they had had inter- 
course with more than one partner during the last 6 
months, compared to 19 percent of the section of the 
catire population. 


As for sexual habits, the study shows that the figure of 55 
percent within the vein group who had had more than 
one sexual partner during the past 6 months did not 
decline after the information campaign. 
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According to Brorsson’s study, no major difference is 
discernible in the knowledge of how HIV/AIDS infection 
takes place. Visitors to the open receptions, on the other 
hand, were more familiar than the population at large, 
with the ways of transmission of the infections that may 
be regarded as unlikely, for example, through insect bites 
and visits to public toilets. 


In his report, Bengt Brorsson, however, focuses his 
attention on the attitude of the vein group to the use of 
condoms. 


Only 16 percent of this group stated immediately after 
the distribution of the committee's pamphlets that they 
they had used the condom in their most recent inter- 
course. The figure was the same in the big anti-AIDS 


campaign. 


Nevertheless, 39 percent reported that they found that 
the risk of infection with a sexually transmittable disease 
was great. Howeever, only 7 percent felt that they might 
become infected with HIV. 


Intercourse 


“The men stated that they preferred not to use the 
condom, that it interferes with the intercourse and 
reduces the enjoyment. Two-thirds of the men and the 
women stated that one does not think of condoms when 
agreeing to have sex,” says Bengt Brorsson. 


According to his study, however, it appears that the 
anti-AIDS campaign may have had the effect that an 
increasing number of people will purchase condoms, 
even if they may subsequently fail to use them. 


The number of people within the vein group who had 
condoms at home increased from 41 to 49 percent 
between the two polls (before and after the campaign). 
And 22 percent compared to previously 15 percent took 
condoms along with them when going out to enjoy 
themselves. 
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Yellow Staphylococcus Suspected in Hospital 
Infection 

54002527b Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
16 Jul 88 p 7 


[Article by Gitta Magnell] 


[Text] The persunnel at the regional hospital at Linkop- 
ing may have become infected with yellow staphylococci. 
A bacteria that causes a serious type of hospital illness. 


“So far, six patients in the department of burns and one 
in the department of surgery have become infected with 
the bacteria,’ Dr Johan Elfstrom, acting chief physician, 
tells DAGENS NYHETER. 





JPRS-TEP-88-018 
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“The patient in the department of surgery has been 
transferred to the intensive care unit.” 


More stringent sanitary measures and discontinuation of 
patient admission in certain depariments have been 
introduced at the hospital. Inciden‘ally, the infection 
does not result in any unusual measures. The department 
of burns normally closes in the summer. Seriously iil 
patients are transferred to the Teaching Hospital at 


Uppsala. 


Checking 


“We have checked with Uppsala, and it is their opinion 
that they can handle it,” says Dr Elfstrom, confirming 
that the infection was transmitted by an Iranian soldier 
suffering from burns. He was admitted to the hospital in 
April but has now recovered and is back in Iran. 


At the teaching hospital at Uppsala, Stellan Bengtsson, a 
bacteriologist, says: 


“It is not a question of any extremely dangerous bacteria. 
We have previously had patients with yellow staphylo- 
coccus bacteria in infected wounds. It is true that they 
are resistant to penicillin, but there are other kinds of 
antibiotics that work. The six patients from Linkoping 
will, of course, be placed in isolation at this hospital.” 


Asked how dangerous yellow staphylococcus actually is, 
Bertil Nystrom, hospital hygienist at Huddinge Hospital, 
says: 


“It is a question of a bacterium that is unusual in Sweden 
at the present time but which occurred here in the late 
sixties and early sventies. The problem is that the 
bacteria are methicillin-resistant, which means that the 
usual group of strong penicillins has no effect on them. 
They occur more frequently in Southern Europe and the 
Middle East and are also found in the Uniied States.” 


“Here at Hyddinge Hospital, we usually get 3-4 patients 
annually with such infections. The bacteria are danger- 
ous for patients who are already seriously ill. Healthy 
patients may be infected with them but seldom become 
ill. However, they may pass the infection on. That is why 
it is a serious problem if the personnel at Linkoping has 
now become infected. At the teaching hospital in Upp- 
sala, they no doubt will be able to handle this problem, 
since they have had the same type of infection before.” 


Bertil Nystrom concludes by saying, “We have to be 
prepared for such a situ2tion when admitting patients 
from the Middle East. There are seriously ill patients 
whom we have to help. We shall continue to do so. But 
we must be prepared.” 
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Dysentery Outbreak Traced to Y Virus in Oats, 
Potatoes 
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Swedish 15 Jul 88 p 6 


[Article by Maria Holm] 


[Text] Dysentery in oats and virus Y in potatoes—two 
serious plant diseases follow this year's aphides invasion. 


Ironically, dysentery now appears in oat fields that 
escaped the mass invasion of aphides and therefore were 
not sprayed. In such fields, the oat now has red-spotied 
Straws and stunted vetches, and there is no longer 
anything to do about it, since the aphides have done their 
work. 


Dysentery is a virus infection, and aphides attacking the 
oat get the disease from the grass of meadows. This 
happens during a very short period of time. Aphides 
spend the winter in the form of eggs on the branches of 
bird-cherries, grow to adulthood on their spring foliage 
and, subsequenily, set out on the flight of their lives to 
the nearest oat field. It is sufficient for a few aphides to 
collect the virus during an intermediate landing, for once 
the disease has become established in the oat field, the 
next generation of aphides will see to it that the disease 
spreads to the surrounding plants. 


“We were in a position to warn against corn aphides 
already in the fall. The mass attacks take place in certain 
years and will start with large numbers of aphides laying 
eggs in bird-cherries. That is why agriculturists in the 
affected areas of the country—the eastern parts of Cen- 
tral Sweden, the highlands of Smaland and Varmiand— 
have kept the corn aphis under observation, and approx- 
imately 70 percent of the fields have been sprayed. In 
these areas, dysentery attacks are not too serious. The 
situation looks considerably worse in fields that were not 
subject to mass invasion. In those areas, the crops may 
be cut by half,” says Roland Sigvald of the Agricultural 
University at Ultuna. 


He also warns against virus Y, since the same aphis 
spreads among potatoes. This year's crop will be com- 
pletely normal, but if infected potatoes are used as 
seed-potatoes next year, the plants will become stunted 
and wretched and will have curled leaves. The crops will 
be cut by half. 


“There is thus a risk of a shortage of seed-potatoes in the 
market next year—the seed control authorities will 
uncover infected quantities. Growers using their own 
potatoes for seeding ought to have their potatoes tested 
in the fall to be on the safe side,” says Roland Sigvald 
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